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Daniel 11 
“And as for me, in the first year of Darius the Mede, I stood up to confirm and 

strengthen him. “And now I will show you the truth. Behold, three more kings 

shall arise in Persia, and a fourth shall be far richer than all of them. And when 

he has become strong through his riches, he shall stir up all against the kingdom 

of Greece. Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great dominion 

and do as he wills. And as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom shall be broken 

and divided toward the four winds of heaven, but not to his posterity, nor 

according to the authority with which he ruled, for his kingdom shall be plucked 

up and go to others besides these. “Then the king of the south shall be strong, 

but one of his princes shall be stronger than he and shall rule, and his authority 

shall be a great authority. After some years they shall make an alliance, and the 

daughter of the king of the south shall come to the king of the north to make an 

agreement. But she shall not retain the strength of her arm, and he and his arm 

shall not endure, but she shall be given up, and her attendants, he who fathered 

her, and he who supported her in those times. “And from a branch from her 

roots one shall arise in his place. He shall come against the army and enter the 

fortress of the king of the north, and he shall deal with them and shall prevail. 

He shall also carry off to Egypt their gods with their metal images and their 

precious vessels of silver and gold, and for some years he shall refrain from 

attacking the king of the north. Then the latter shall come into the realm of the 

king of the south but shall return to his own land. “His sons shall wage war and 

assemble a multitude of great forces, which shall keep coming and overflow and 

pass through, and again shall carry the war as far as his fortress. Then the king 

of the south, moved with rage, shall come out and fight against the king of the 

north. And he shall raise a great multitude, but it shall be given into his hand. 

And when the multitude is taken away, his heart shall be exalted, and he shall 

cast down tens of thousands, but he shall not prevail. For the king of the north 

shall again raise a multitude, greater than the first. And after some years he 

shall come on with a great army and abundant supplies. “In those times many 

shall rise against the king of the south, and the violent among your own people 

shall lift themselves up in order to fulfill the vision, but they shall fail. Then the 

king of the north shall come and throw up siege works and take a well-fortified 

city. And the forces of the south shall not stand, or even his best troops, for there 

shall be no strength to stand. But he who comes against him shall do as he wills, 

and none shall stand before him. And he shall stand in the glorious land, with 

destruction in his hand. He shall set his face to come with the strength of his 

whole kingdom, and he shall bring terms of an agreement and perform them. He 

shall give him the daughter of women to destroy the kingdom, but it shall not 

stand or be to his advantage. Afterward he shall turn his face to the coastlands 

and shall capture many of them, but a commander shall put an end to his 

insolence. Indeed, he shall turn his insolence back upon him. Then he shall turn 

his face back toward the fortresses of his own land, but he shall stumble and 

fall, and shall not be found. “Then shall arise in his place one who shall send an 

exactor of tribute for the glory of the kingdom. But within a few days he shall be 

broken, neither in anger nor in battle. In his place shall arise a contemptible 



person to whom royal majesty has not been given. He shall come in without 

warning and obtain the kingdom by flatteries. Armies shall be utterly swept 

away before him and broken, even the prince of the covenant. And from the time 

that an alliance is made with him he shall act deceitfully, and he shall become 

strong with a small people. Without warning he shall come into the richest parts 

of the province, and he shall do what neither his fathers nor his fathers' fathers 

have done, scattering among them plunder, spoil, and goods. He shall devise 

plans against strongholds, but only for a time. And he shall stir up his power 

and his heart against the king of the south with a great army. And the king of the 

south shall wage war with an exceedingly great and mighty army, but he shall 

not stand, for plots shall be devised against him. Even those who eat his food 

shall break him. His army shall be swept away, and many shall fall down slain. 

And as for the two kings, their hearts shall be bent on doing evil. They shall 

speak lies at the same table, but to no avail, for the end is yet to be at the time 

appointed. And he shall return to his land with great wealth, but his heart shall 

be set against the holy covenant. And he shall work his will and return to his 

own land. “At the time appointed he shall return and come into the south, but it 

shall not be this time as it was before. For ships of Kittim shall come against 

him, and he shall be afraid and withdraw, and shall turn back and be enraged 

and take action against the holy covenant. He shall turn back and pay attention 

to those who forsake the holy covenant. Forces from him shall appear and 

profane the temple and fortress, and shall take away the regular burnt offering. 

And they shall set up the abomination that makes desolate. He shall seduce with 

flattery those who violate the covenant, but the people who know their God shall 

stand firm and take action. And the wise among the people shall make many 

understand, though for some days they shall stumble by sword and flame, by 

captivity and plunder. When they stumble, they shall receive a little help. And 

many shall join themselves to them with flattery, and some of the wise shall 

stumble, so that they may be refined, purified, and made white, until the time of 

the end, for it still awaits the appointed time. “And the king shall do as he wills. 

He shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak 

astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall prosper till the indignation 

is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be done. He shall pay no attention to 

the gods of his fathers, or to the one beloved by women. He shall not pay 

attention to any other god, for he shall magnify himself above all. He shall 

honor the god of fortresses instead of these. A god whom his fathers did not 

know he shall honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. 

He shall deal with the strongest fortresses with the help of a foreign god. Those 

who acknowledge him he shall load with honor. He shall make them rulers over 

many and shall divide the land for a price. “At the time of the end, the king of 

the south shall attack him, but the king of the north shall rush upon him like a 

whirlwind, with chariots and horsemen, and with many ships. And he shall come 

into countries and shall overflow and pass through. He shall come into the 

glorious land. And tens of thousands shall fall, but these shall be delivered out 

of his hand: Edom and Moab and the main part of the Ammonites. He shall 

stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not 



escape. He shall become ruler of the treasures of gold and of silver, and all the 

precious things of Egypt, and the Libyans and the Cushites shall follow in his 

train. But news from the east and the north shall alarm him, and he shall go out 

with great fury to destroy and devote many to destruction. And he shall pitch his 

palatial tents between the sea and the glorious holy mountain. Yet he shall come 

to his end, with none to help him.” 

 

Introduction: Daniel’s Great Message: God’s Faithfulness 

 

Some interpreters read the Book of Daniel as having two halves: the first half 

Daniel in the Spirit of wisdom interpreting dreams; rising in authority; getting 

rescued from lion’s mouths; and his friends from fiery furnaces. Then there is 

the second half of Daniel, full of complex and terrifying visions of destruction; 

warfare on earth and in heaven and deeply layered prophecies.  

What’s the link between both halves of Daniel? God’s heroic centrality is at the 

bottom at the top and all the way through Daniel. God’s glory - that’s what 

unites Daniel’s prophetic book. Specifically it is God’s faithfulness that unites 

the Book of Daniel and unites the whole Bible. 

It’s as if God says, “For my glory I will rescue you instantly; or I will sustain 

you through hardship and rescue eventually; so be faithful to me; for I am 

faithful to you.” 

God is the hero of the Book of Daniel. God rescues his people from danger 

instantly; and God rescues his people from danger eventually. In both, God is 

faithful and so we will be faithful. God is the hero of this church and of your 

life. God owns us all and reveals himself in and through us all: either because 

we trust him and find supreme joy in Him; or because we reject him and go hard 

after illusions of joy. 

Daniel 11 is the centerpiece of this three chapter vision that serves as the climax 

of Daniel’s book. This vast vision is the same vision Daniel saw in 2, Daniel 7, 

Daniel 8. World kingdoms in Daniel’s day and following his days will climax 

with Rome, but a kingdom not made by human hands, through small, will 

destroy them all and replace them all finally to cover the whole earth forever. 

The question we want to pose and answer for ourselves as we drink deep from 

Daniel 11 is this: how will I remain faithful to God in the coming day of trial; 

just as God has been faithful to me? We’re going to see that every detail of this 

complex chapter is meant to reveal God’s faithfulness to us; and therefore fuel 

our faithfulness to him. I want to make three observations of God’s unwavering 

faithfulness to his people. Then, at the end of this passage you will find 

surprising practical insight for how to store up massive God-reliant faithfulness 

in your life.  

 

I. Particular Prophecy Reveals God’s Meticulous Sovereignty (Vs. 1-

19)  

 

Daniel’s vision is a detailed description of political and military history that 

comes to pass over the course of the next 370 years exactly as God says it will. 



In verses 1-19 eight generations of kings are raised up and taken down. Four 

Persian kings are raised up and many historians believe the fourth one sets in 

motion the downfall of Persia empire. His name was Artaxerxes; he is the 

Persian king in the Biblical book of Esther.  

After Persia falls Greece rises, just as Daniel had been told over and over. The 

military leader of Greece is Alexander the Great (v.3). But he dies suddenly at 

age 33 and his sons are assassinated so that his four generals can split his 

kingdom in fourths and each rule a portion of the vast Greek empire. 

Two of these become the kings to the north (the Seleucids) and the kings to the 

South (the Ptolemies). For generations these nations fight over Judea, Jerusaelm 

and other lands in the region. Through alliances, marriages, intrigue and murder, 

different leaders rise and fall, and ultimately they all are destroyed by their 

wickedness. 

What should amaze you and me in all these details is that everything God 

predicts will happen; in fact happens just as he says, in the way he describes and 

according to his timing. This fulfills the very nature of God who alone rules over 

times and history and who alone ordains the events of the world. Through Isaiah 

God says, “remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no 

other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning 

and from ancient times things not yet done,  saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 

and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ calling a bird of prey from the east, the 

man of my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; 

I have purposed, and I will do it” (Isaiah 46:9–11). 

 

When we learn history well and watch it unfold with the eyes of faith, entire 

educational movements have been built on the premise that God’s hand is 

evident in the details of world history.   

To neglect world history for yourself or your children is to leave the logs of 

truth out in the rain for years and wonder why the fires of your faith produces no 

heat. 

God predicts the future in meticulous details so when we watch it comes to pass 

we will know He is God. Jesus said this exactly in John 13:19, “I am telling you 

this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that 

I am he.” 

 

Daniel, the Israelites and all who are true Israel by faith are to trace every detail 

of history and say with Jeremiah, “For the Lord will not cast off forever, but, 

though he cause grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of 

his steadfast love; (Lam. 3:31–32) 

  

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The LORD is my 

portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” (Lamentations 3:22–24) 

 



One day you will discover that every detail of God’s detailed plan for your life; 

every mingling of glad and grievous colors will serve to magnify the beauty of 

His Son on the canvas of your life. 

 

II. God Destroys with Perfect Timing His Fiercest Enemies  

 

A second way to see God’s faithfulness and fuel your own is this: God destroys 

with perfect timing his fiercest enemies.(vs. 20-35).  

Now the North and South wars over Judah are left in favor of a narrow focus on 

one man, a Greek leader who arose out of the Northern kings, the Seleucids and 

through he was rather weak and not even in line for royalty, he fiercely hated 

God, the Jews and all who stood in his way. His name is Antiochus Epiphanes. 

He is not royalty, but stole his place through murder. He took the nickname 

Epiphanes because it means “God manifest.”  

He builds a small army, wages war, makes alliances, and breaks them. And all 

his friends betray him. Look at verse 28, “And he shall return to his land with 

great wealth, but his heart shall be set against the holy covenant. And he shall 

work his will and return to his own land.” This little man hates the holy 

covenant of God with his chosen people the Jews. 

 

All Important Timing 

 

All he does is for an appointed time (v.24, 27). You can see his hatred for God’s 

people and God’s perfect orchestration of time in which this man exists in verses 

29-30, “At the time appointed he shall return and come into the south, but it 

shall not be this time as it was before. For ships of Kittim shall come against 

him, and he shall be afraid and withdraw, and shall turn back and be enraged 

and take action against the holy covenant. He shall turn back and pay attention 

to those who forsake the holy covenant.” 

Antiochus tried to take over Alexandria, Egypt in all its gold and wealth. But he 

was halted in all his warring by a decree from the Roman Senate in 168 B.C. 

They stopped him with their great naval ships and thousands of soldiers. The 

Roman official surrounded Antiochus and drew a circle in the sand at his feet 

saying, do not set foot outside that circle till you have decided to return to your 

native Syria. 

 

God’s People Hated 

 

Antiochus, humiliated and blood-thirsty for vengeance, left Egypt and headed 

for Syria, by way of Jerusalem. And there he unleashed his most rebellious 

hatred against God and his people. We have seen this already.  

He removed all Jewish identities. No circumcision or Jewish food. No holidays, 

festivals or Sabbaths. No sacrifices or songs or Temple worship. All copies of 

the Torah were burned and all seeking to keep Jewish identity were slaughtered. 

In one 3-day span his armies spilled the blood of 80,000 Jews in Jerusalem and 

took another 80,000 slaves. The beloved rebuilt Temple was destroyed inside 



and statue of Zeus was set up and pigs offered to it in sacrifice.  This is what 

Daniel is told is the “Abomination that makes Desolate” (v.31). 

What’s repeated over and over in Daniel’s vision is the truth that, even this 

fiercest defiler of God and his people, only acts according to God’s appointment. 

Verse 27, “for the end is yet to be at the time appointed.”   

Verse 29, “At the time appointed he shall return and come into the south, but it 

shall not be this time as it was before.” 

And verse 35, “…until the time of the end, for it still awaits the appointed time.” 

And verse 36, “And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt himself and 

magnify himself above every god, and shall speak astonishing things against the 

God of gods. He shall prosper till the indignation is accomplished; for what is 

decreed shall be done.” 

 

Who decreed it? God. God ordained that this little man would speak 

blasphemous things against him for a limited time, until God’s wrath was full 

and complete, then he would destroy and condemn his man for all his evil. 

 

All Evil Under God 

 

All evil is under God’s final sway. No evil exists or moves but by God’s 

permission. Don’t fear evil. Fear God. Don’t honor Satan with your panicked 

trembling; honor God with your joyful trembling. 

Remember always the perfect timing of God’s defeat of Satan at the cross of 

Christ. The Scripture reminds us that at the fullness of time (Gal. 4:4), Christ 

appeared, lived and loved. Then Satan came into Judas to betray Christ to be 

arrested and crucified. But Satan is only an insane lackey to God. Satan set in 

motion the wheels of his own destruction. God’s indignation against sin had 

come to its fullness. God would now for love of his glory and love of his Son; 

but him forward as a propitiation for sin; that all who trust him; all the elect 

might be soundly and profoundly saved. 

God destroys with perfect timing even his fiercest enemies. This is His 

unwavering faithfulness to his own glory and the ground of our durable 

faithfulness to Him. 

 

III. Every Enemy of God Fulfills God’s Perfect Plan, Even the Anti-

Christ (vs. 36-45).  

 

Third, every enemy of God fulfills His perfect plan, even the Anti-Christ. 

In verse 36 a shift occurs. Now Daniel leaves off speaking directly about the 

ancient figure Antiochus Epiphanes, and begins to speak in more cosmic terms 

about someone similarly filled with hatred for God and his people, but someone 

far more influential than Antiochus Epiphanes. This person in these verses is the 

Anti-Christ whom John refers to in his letters (I John 2:18-22; 2 John 7). 

You can see from several clues that we are no longer talking about a small 

warlord in 167 B.C. We are instead speaking of an equally arrogant, but more 

universal God-hating person in the future. Look at verse 36, “And the king shall 



do as he wills. He shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every god, and 

shall speak astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall prosper till the 

indignation is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be done.”  

Verse 37, “…He shall not pay attention to any other god, for he shall magnify 

himself above all.”  

Now hear how Paul writes to the Thessalonians the same thing only this time 

referring to the Anti-Christ, “Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day 

will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 

revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against every 

so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 

proclaiming himself to be God. (2 Thessalonians 2:3–4). 

 

And again you can see this in Daniel 11:41–42, 

“He shall come into the glorious land. And tens of thousands shall fall, but these 

shall be delivered out of his hand: Edom and Moab and the main part of the 

Ammonites. He shall stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land of 

Egypt shall not escape.” 

 

Antiochus did not do these things. Look at verse 45, “And he shall pitch his 

palatial tents between the sea and the glorious holy mountain. Yet he shall come 

to his end, with none to help him.” Antiochus came to an end. The Anti-Christ 

and all who move in his spirit will come to an end; and none will help them. 

They will be destroyed.  

 

These prophetic statements refer to the work of the Anti-Christ in later days 

before the return of Christ. This is why Jesus and the New Testament authors 

alluded to them. Listen to the words of our Lord and be energized to obey them. 

This is Mark 13:14–23, “But when you see the abomination of desolation 

standing where he ought not to be (let the reader understand), then let those 

who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let the one who is on the housetop not 

go down, nor enter his house, to take anything out, and let the one who is in the 

field not turn back to take his cloak. And alas for women who are pregnant and 

for those who are nursing infants in those days! Pray that it may not happen in 

winter. For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not been from the 

beginning of the creation that God created until now, and never will be. And if 

the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for the 

sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days. And then if anyone says 

to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. For 

false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and wonders, to 

lead astray, if possible, the elect. But be on guard; I have told you all things 

beforehand.” 

What is Christ speaking of? He is using Daniel’s prophecy to speak of a 

violation of the Jewish Temple in the near future to his time, the Romans 

pillaging in 70 A.D. But he is also prophesying forward to the final tribulation 

and the perseverance of the elect through it and God’s final victory in His own 

second coming. 



Prophetic history in Scripture can be viewed as a collapsible telescope. When it 

is compact you see it fulfilled in one point in history. When it is extended out 

several sections out you see it fulfilled in multiple times of history until it is 

finally fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

 

Cherish the People of God 

 

God has his sovereign hand on the helm of the universe and he steers time and 

events to his appointed destination on his appointed pace. While the Anti-Christ 

and all who move in his spirit, hate God and hate the church; so you who love 

Christ and are beloved by Him will love God and love the church.  

Order your values now so that when the day of trial comes; you will not be 

confused, panicked or dismayed.  You know it is a strategy of the enemy in your 

life to make you easily offended at the smallest inconsequential matters in the 

local church; so that when his siege comes you will have no one to strengthen 

you. You will have burned all bridges and invested in no spiritually strong 

relationships with the people of God. Being a spiritual lone ranger is not only 

sinful; it is deadly. 

When you read of the beloved people of God being harmed; let your love for 

God express itself in true love for his people; those believers among whom you 

have been placed by His sovereign will.  “Pay careful attention to yourselves 

and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for 

the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). 

. 

IV. How Do God’s People Respond in Faithfulness? 

 

So the all-important question is this: Since God is faithful; how am I to be 

faithful to him, through anything that comes? 

The surprising answer comes in verses 32-35, “He shall seduce with flattery 

those who violate the covenant, but the people who know their God shall stand 

firm and take action. And the wise among the people shall make many 

understand, though for some days they shall stumble by sword and flame, by 

captivity and plunder. When they stumble, they shall receive a little help. And 

many shall join themselves to them with flattery, and some of the wise shall 

stumble, so that they may be refined, purified, and made white, until the time of 

the end, for it still awaits the appointed time.” 

 

A. Know God to Stand Firm and Take Action 

 

Know God so well that in the face of danger you will both stand your ground 

and take action. What does this look like? First, you can tell from a careful 

reading of the verse that to stand firm means to resist flattery. Look again at 

verse 32, “He shall seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant, BUT the 

people who know their God shall stand firm and take action.” 

The evil one comes to you as a victim and says, “O how wise and strong and 

godly and smart you are; would you help me? I could sure use someone like you 



on my side. Don’t quote complicated verses; don’t give me theology or God-

talk; give me comfort, something that makes me feel better.” Flattery. Flattery 

has one purpose: seduction. And seduction has one aim: God-rejection. 

Beware of any movement; any cause; any invitation; any sales pitch; any 

conversation where you are made the hero, the savior, the solution. Anyone who 

appeals to you as the answer to their need is seducing you by flattery. God is the 

only hero; the only Savior; the only solution to everything. Yes He is. 

Get a steel spine of conviction as to exactly who God is and exactly what He is 

like; and what He does; and then when you know him fully; you will be 

lighthouse made of on a granite footing in the midst of the worst November 

storms the ocean can muster. While waves crash all around you; you are 

standing firm with your light burning; never to be dimmed. 

 

Take Action 

 

And then it’s time to take action. Can you imagine the horror at being forbidden 

to worship Yahweh, and forced to worship a pagan god in the Temple? An old 

Hasmonean priest named Mattathais said, “I refuse.” When little Antiochus’ 

thugs came to his home to terrorize him, he and his sons not only refused to bow 

to Zeus, but they killed all the Greek soldiers. Then the old man’s son, Judah 

Maccabee put a band of soldiers together and led a full-scale revolt against this 

Greek God-hater Antiochus and for seven years battles were fought. Finally the 

Maccabees were victorious and re-entered the Temple to cleanse it and restore it 

to Yahweh’s worship.  Every year Jews observe Hanukkah to commemorate this 

event. 

Someone must so be convinced of the faithfulness of God that they will stand 

firm and take action.  The one who knew God, stood firm and took the highest 

action was our Lord Jesus Christ himself. He is the true faithful One. Loving and 

following Christ, what kind of action is God calling us to take today? 

 

B. Pursue Salvation’s Wisdom and Lead Others to the Same 

 

Second we must pursue the wisdom of salvation. Verse 33, “And the wise 

among the people shall make many understand, though for some days they shall 

stumble by sword and flame, by captivity and plunder. When they stumble, they 

shall receive a little help. And many shall join themselves to them with flattery, 

and some of the wise shall stumble, so that they may be refined, purified, and 

made white, until the time of the end, for it still awaits the appointed time.” 

Who are these wise? They are those like Daniel who are wise in the Spirit of 

God’s wisdom. They help many to understand, though they are persecuted 

severely. When they stumble they receive help, unlike the enemies of God who 

receive no help.  

What help do they receive? Well their persecution comes to its appointed end, so 

they endure it with hope. But even more so their persecutions are made over into 

purifications. They stumble for the purpose of being refined, purified and made 

white till the time of the end. 



Revelation 7 gives a fuller picture of exactly what awaits all those elect alive at 

the time on the earth will endure and will be preserved through: “Then one of 

the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and 

from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, 

“These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 7:13–14). 

 

Every evil foisted against God’s people backfires on the evil one; and advances 

God’s plan to be glorified by a holy people. 

 

What Wisdom? 

 

You see this wisdom that describes God’s people is not human skill, or 

cleverness, or Boy-Scout preparedness for hard times. It is the equivalent of 

being saved. Being born again to a living hope. James describes it like this: “But 

the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full 

of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere” (James 3:17). 

 

Paul explains this saving wisdom to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:14–15, “But as for 

you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 

whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 

sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus.” (See also Ephesians 5:15). 

 

Are you wise unto salvation? 
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