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Daniel 12 

“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of 

your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been 

since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall 

be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 

And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some 

to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And 

those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and 

those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 

But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the 

end. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” 

Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one on this bank of 

the stream and one on that bank of the stream. And someone said to the 

man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream, “How 

long shall it be till the end of these wonders?” And I heard the man 

clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; he raised his 

right hand and his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who lives 

forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time, and that when 

the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to an end all these 

things would be finished. I heard, but I did not understand. Then I said, 

“O my lord, what shall be the outcome of these things?” He said, “Go 

your way, Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of 

the end. Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be 

refined, but the wicked shall act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall 

understand, but those who are wise shall understand. And from the time 

that the regular burnt offering is taken away and the abomination that 

makes desolate is set up, there shall be 1,290 days. Blessed is he who 

waits and arrives at the 1,335 days. But go your way till the end. And you 

shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at the end of the days.”  

 

 

Introduction: What Have We Seen in Daniel? 

 

I hope you have been as encouraged in your faith by the Book of Daniel 

as I have. We have seen so many glorious, life-giving truths from Daniel, 

that I can barely recount them all. And I trust that not only will we 

recount them for years to come, we will enjoy them and enact them to 

the glory of God. 

 

Here are seven statements of hope-surging truth that I have seen from 

Daniel. 

 



1. God is sovereign over all things for His glory and our good. 

 

2. God always keeps his promises.  

 

3. My Faith trusts in God whether he saves now or in the future. 

 

4. The nations of the world all act to fulfill God’s ordained plan for them 

– even when they sin. 

 

5. Jesus Christ, God’s Son is perfectly and intimately present in all of 

life. 

 

6. God always hears and answers our prayer, as we pray it, or with 

something better still. 

 

7. Hope in Christ Always Wins 

 

I believe the sum of the Book of Daniel is hope. The Holy Spirit through 

Daniel weaves hope all the way through this prophecy. It was hope in 

God that caused Daniel as young man, to resist the lavish pagan food, 

and eat simply in honor of God in chapter 1. It was hope in God that 

caused Daniel to grow wise in the Spirit’s presence to interpret dreams 

and council national leaders. It was hope in God that gave Daniel’s three 

friends faith to be willing to be burned alive instead of compromise. It 

was hope in God that caused Daniel to give his life to the lions if the 

Angel of God decreed it so. It was hope in God that caused Daniel to see 

and interpret this great vision of the future plans of God in chapter 8, 10, 

11 and here in 12. It was hope in God that caused Daniel to lead the 

exiled people of Israel to pray mighty prayers of repentance and to 

wrestle with God on earth as spiritual powers wrestle in the heavens (ch. 

9 – 10). Daniel’s hope in God creates hope in God within us. 

 

Most Hopeful Chapter is the Last One 

 

The Hope in God we have awaiting us who trust in Christ shines forth 

from verses 1-5, “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who 

has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as 

never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time 

your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found 

written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth 

shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 

contempt. And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the 



sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars 

forever and ever. But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, 

until the time of the end. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall 

increase.” 

 

I see three reasons for Daniel’s hope in God and ours from this 

paragraph. First there is a Battle. Second there is a Book and third there 

is a Blessing. All three: The Battle, the Book and the Blessing are meant 

to give us indomitable hope in God. 

 

I. Battle - Hope in God in the face of Christ’s Enemies. 

 

(v.1, 7). We can see this from verse 1, “At that time shall arise Michael, 

the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a 

time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that 

time.” This refers to a future time of tribulation; future to Daniel and 

future to us. 

Three and one half centuries after Daniel’s time, Antiochus IV 

Epiphanes came in 167 B.C. to erect an abomination that causes 

desolation in the rebuilt Temple. That very thing happened by the 

Romans in 70 A.D. But when Jesus prophesied in John 2 that the Temple 

would be raised in 3 days, he wasn’t merely talking about a brick 

building; he was mainly talking about his own body (John 2:21). Jesus 

foretold this battle in his own ministry. Because of Jesus’ teaching, I 

anticipate the Anti-Christ will come to wage war against God’s people 

and in the Church seek to pervert, oppose and destroy us, Christ’s eternal 

Temple – if that were possible. 

The best description of this future battle is what John the Apostle saw in 

a final vision in Revelation 12 between Michael and the Dragon, which 

is Satan.  

Listen: “Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting 

against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, but he 

was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And 

the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called 

the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown 

down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And I 

heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power 

and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, 

for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them 

day and night before our God. And they have conquered him by the 

blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not 

their lives even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who 



dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come 

down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” 

And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he 

pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. But the 

woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly 

from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be 

nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. The serpent poured 

water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away 

with a flood. But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth 

opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured 

from his mouth. Then the dragon became furious with the woman and 

went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the 

commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood 

on the sand of the sea.” 

 

There will occur in the future an attack upon the body of Christ, the local 

church of Jesus Christ which will seek to make sacrifice of God’s own 

people to appease some vile pagan pseudo-deity; a future abomination 

that causes a new desolation among the visible Church. But not one who 

truly knows Christ; one whom Christ knows, will be lost. Not one of 

God’s children will be snatched from his hand. Not one will turn and 

make ship-wreck of faith. Not one. 

“How long till this takes place?” someone asks (v.6) and along with 

Daniel we want to know also. Look at verse 7, “And I heard the man 

clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; he raised his 

right hand and his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who lives 

forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time, and that when 

the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to an end all these 

things would be finished.”  

God’s people will be shattered. We will all die, and some of us as 

martyrs. But the time of destruction and death upon God’s people is 

mercifully limited. It will come to an end after 3 and one-half ‘times.’ It 

is limited to the number of days: 1290 days and then something further 

occurs at 1335 days. We don’t know exactly what these days mean. We 

dare not become dogmatic. But we do know seven is the perfect length of 

time and this is only 3 and half times in length. Meaning no enemy of 

God will get his will done; only God’s will will perfectly be done. 

God’s people, those who are wise unto salvation will not be crushed or 

defeated or harmed by the battle; but purified by it. Look at verse 10, 

“Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be 

refined, but the wicked shall act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall 

understand, but those who are wise shall understand.”  What Satan, his 



demons, the Anti-Christ and all those in league with the Anti-Christ 

mean for evil upon the God’s people will fully back-fire upon them and 

turn out for good upon the church. Suffering will make Christ’s beloved 

church more like him.  

 

Suffering in Christ Produces Hope 

 

That’s how this God-ordained suffering produces hope. How does this 

future battle give hope?  Answer: Christ. Romans 5:1–5, Therefore, since 

we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith 

into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 

God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 

character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because 

God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 

has been given to us.” 

Do you know that the siege by Antiochus Epiphanes in 167 B.C. was 

ultimately used by God to usher in the time of the Gentiles? Do you 

know that the attack on Herod’s Temple by the Romans in 70 A.D. 

spread the Jewish Christians far and wide to the ends of the known world 

so that the Gospel would spread with them? And do you know that when 

the future tribulation comes it is meant to unify, beautify and glorify the 

true Church of the Lord Jesus Christ and prepare her for her heavenly 

wedding? 

A genuine believer who has suffered much for Christ becomes not 

despondent or bitter; but becomes luminescent and filled with hope. This 

is exactly what the devil hates and God loves! Do you know what is 

supposed to go through your mind when you hear of genuine believers 

enduring suffering? Since Christ suffered all our guilt and shame upon 

the cross; then we know that God will never cause us to suffer to punish 

us. He’s not angry with his beloved ones anymore. We suffer to honor 

Christ’s life; and to bear witness to his worth. 

Even the battle, unfolding just as we’ve been foretold, creates in us godly 

hope. 

 

II. Book – Hope in Christ in the face of God’s Judgment 

 

There is a Battle and then there is a Book. What Book is this? It is the 

record of God’s plan for creation and all who are his beloved in it. 

 



Verse 2, “But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone 

whose name shall be found written in the book. And many of those who 

sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 

some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall 

shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to 

righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. But you, Daniel, shut up 

the words and seal the book, until the time of the end. Many shall run to 

and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” 

 

Lamb’s Book of Life 

Verse 2 and Verse 4 show the content of this book. This Book holds 

names of all those who will be delivered, those delivered ones are called 

wise unto salvation. And this Book holds the events of history that God 

has shown Daniel and the other prophets in this vision for how their 

deliverance comes. It is not the Bible. It is a Book that is only opened in 

heaven and only read in heaven. 

It is what the Apostle John calls, “the Lamb’s Book of Life”, or what 

Paul calls the “Book of Life”. Listen first to Paul from Philippians 4:3, 

“Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, who have 

labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the 

rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.” 

 

And also from John the Apostle in Revelation 21:22–27, “And I saw no 

temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 

Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the 

glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the 

nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and 

its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 

They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing 

unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or 

false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.” 

 

God has written from before the foundation of the world; a book of 

events and names that are his perfect, sovereign will for all reality. The 

Lamb alone achieves the events of the Book; the Lamb purchases the 

names in the Book; and therefore the Lamb alone is worthy to open and 

read from the Book (Rev. 5:9). 

 

Hope from the Book: No Judgment 

 

How does this Book produce hope? This Book of Life produces hope in 

us because it proves we who trust in Christ will not face any future 



judgment from God. Listen to Hebrews 6:11–12, “And we desire each 

one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of 

hope until the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those 

who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” 

 

Titus 3:4–7, “But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 

Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us 

richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his 

grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” 

 

Being in the Book of Life means at the judgment to come you will be 

fully acquitted for sin; and all guilt of your sin will have been applied to 

Christ and his righteousness applied to you therefore, being in the Book 

means you need not fear future judgment! 

Your faith does not add you to the Book; being in the Book adds faith to 

you! 

Revelation 13:7–8, “Also [the Beast] was allowed to make war on the 

saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe 

and people and language and nation, [8] and all who dwell on earth will 

worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the 

foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.” 

You do not work hard or make the right choice to get your name written 

in the Lamb’s book of Life. Your name is written in the Lamb’s Book 

before the foundation of the world! Your name being written in Christ’s 

Book is why you will not turn away from Christ and worship the Beast! 

Your being in the Book shields you from falling and enables you to be 

faithful in hope. 

If you are trusting in Christ, your name has been written by the hand of 

God in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and that fact will keep you from a 

thousand sins and ten-thousand temptations and a hundred-thousand lies 

in the natural and spiritual world. Don’t flee this hope or let any pride in 

your heart make your soul choke on this. Let your heart receive this 

truth: God writes his children’s names in a Book before the foundation of 

the world, because he knows you; he loves you and he’s going to move 

heaven and earth and crush the head of his Son to have you. No one’s 

name found in the Book, will fail to arrive in heaven. No, not one! 

That’s hope! That’s hope to plant churches in spiritually desolate places. 

That’s hope to learn a language and adopt a new culture for gospel 

advance. That’s hope to hear the fresh call of the Spirit to make a new 

start in your life. That’s hope to flee long-term patterns of sin and cast 



yourself anew on Christ. That’s hope to dream God-sized dreams for the 

future. 

 

III. Blessing – Hope in God for the Final Rest We All Long For 

 

The Battle gives hope; the Book gives hope and then there is a multi-fold 

Blessing that gives hope. Verses 1b-3, “But at that time your people 

shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the 

book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 

some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 

And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; 

and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and 

ever.” 

 

Then jump down to verse Daniel 12:12–13, “Blessed is he who waits and 

arrives at the 1,335 days. But go your way till the end. And you shall rest 

and shall stand in your allotted place at the end of the days.” 

 

A. Delivered From Judgment 

 

First you receive the blessing of deliverance. Not delivered from death. 

We all die. This is why unbelievers conclude religion is worthless, we all 

die. (Karl Marx for instance.) But there is something worse than dying. 

That is dying only to be raised to final judgment.  

 

B. Rise From the Dead  

 

Second, you receive the blessing of the resurrection. “Those who sleep in 

the dust shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 

everlasting contempt.” Contempt from who? From God. Jesus splits the 

entire human race in two: “And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (Mt. 25:46). 

Again he said in John 5, “Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming 

when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice [29] and come out, 

those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have 

done evil to the resurrection of judgment” (v.28-29, cf. Acts 24:15, Rev. 

20:12-13). 

 

C. Shine Like Stars:  

 

Third you receive the blessing of becoming like stars that shine before 

God and the world. Verse 3, “And those who are wise shall shine like the 



brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, 

like the stars forever and ever.” 

Philippians 2:14–16, “Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that 

you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in 

the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as 

lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of 

Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.” 

 

You and I will shine in Christ-like holiness. We will bear the moral 

gleam of our Savior. That’s what verse 9-10, “He said, “Go your way, 

Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the end. 

Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be refined, 

but the wicked shall act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall 

understand, but those who are wise shall understand.” 

So Jesus said this very thing in Matthew’s Gospel, “Then the righteous 

will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, 

let him hear. (Mt. 13:43). 

 

Shine like the stars with the gleaming glory of Christ’s purity and beauty. 

 

D. Rest in Christ 

 

Finally you will have the blessing of settled rest. Listen to Daniel 12:12–

13, “Blessed is he who waits and arrives at the 1,335 days. But go your 

way till the end. And you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place 

at the end of the days.” You see that word “allotted”? It means in 

Hebrew, “one’s destiny.” This place where Daniel will stand was his 

predestined place!  

All the power of God is totally devoted to keeping Daniel and all persons 

written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. That’s why the Angel can say, 

“Daniel, you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at the end 

of days.” Heaven will be full of persons whose name was written in the 

Lamb’s book of life. All persons will hear the gospel of Christ, believe 

and be kept faithful through every battle and the Great Battle; through 

the final resurrection and all the way into the presence of the Lamb.  

 

Listen to these two verses from Revelation and notice who is standing.  

 

Listen: Revelation 5:6, “And between the throne and the four living 

creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had 

been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven 

spirits of God sent out into all the earth.” 



Now listen to Revelation 7:9-10, “After this I looked, and behold, a great 

multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and 

crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on 

the throne, and to the Lamb!”  

 

What hope! What God-glorifying hope that gives! 

 

And what are you and I doing there, standing before the Lamb? 

Working? Striving? Stressing? Worrying? Planning? No. Resting. 

Resting in the finished work of Christ. Resting in the presence of the 

glory of God. After God created the universe he rested to worship his 

glory. When you and I are raised from the dead after the Last Battle we 

will stand in worship before the Lamb, and we will finally, after 

everything we’ve endured, we will rest. “But go your way till the end. 

And you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at the end of the 

days.” 

 

Could God end this book with sweeter words than these? Aren’t you 

tired? Some of you are tired of doing good, and some of you are tired of 

chasing sin. Aren’t you tired of working for the merciless and cruel 

slave-master of sin? Aren’t you ready to rest in the presence of Christ? 

Right now to all Christ says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 

me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28–30). 

 

Conclusion: The Daniel Effect 

 

The Battle gives hope. The Book gives hope. And the Blessing gives 

hope in Jesus Christ. This is the Daniel Effect. I want so bad to be among 

a people so rooted in Christ that they will step into any battle now; 

knowing they will surely be delivered through the Last Battle. A people 

so rooted in Christ that they will rejoice in the plan of God to keep them 

until heaven and proclaim it zealously among the nations.  A people so 

rooted in Christ that they shine fearlessly now with moral purity before 

their friends and enemies.  

 

That’s the Daniel Effect: hope surging in the believing heart in the God 

of all time and eternity. 
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