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Daniel 2 

“In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had 

dreams; his spirit was troubled, and his sleep left him. Then the king 

commanded that the magicians, the enchanters, the sorcerers, and the 

Chaldeans be summoned to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and stood 

before the king. And the king said to them, “I had a dream, and my spirit is 

troubled to know the dream.” Then the Chaldeans said to the king in Aramaic, 

“O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will show the 

interpretation.” The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “The word from 

me is firm: if you do not make known to me the dream and its interpretation, you 

shall be torn limb from limb, and your houses shall be laid in ruins. But if you 

show the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts and 

rewards and great honor. Therefore show me the dream and its interpretation.” 

They answered a second time and said, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, 

and we will show its interpretation.” The king answered and said, “I know with 

certainty that you are trying to gain time, because you see that the word from me 

is firm - if you do not make the dream known to me, there is but one sentence for 

you. You have agreed to speak lying and corrupt words before me till the times 

change. Therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that you can show me its 

interpretation.” The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is not a man 

on earth who can meet the king's demand, for no great and powerful king has 

asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or Chaldean. The thing that the 

king asks is difficult, and no one can show it to the king except the gods, whose 

dwelling is not with flesh.” 

Because of this the king was angry and very furious, and commanded that all the 

wise men of Babylon be destroyed. So the decree went out, and the wise men 

were about to be killed; and they sought Daniel and his companions, to kill 

them. Then Daniel replied with prudence and discretion to Arioch, the captain 

of the king's guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon. He 

declared to Arioch, the king's captain, “Why is the decree of the king so 

urgent?” Then Arioch made the matter known to Daniel. And Daniel went in 

and requested the king to appoint him a time, that he might show the 

interpretation to the king. 

 Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known to Hananiah, 

Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, and told them to seek mercy from the 

God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his companions 

might not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. Then the 

mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the 

God of heaven. Daniel answered and said: 

“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to whom belong wisdom and 

might. He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; he 

gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding; he 

reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what is in the darkness, and the light 

dwells with him. To you, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise, for you 

have given me wisdom and might, and have now made known to me what we 

asked of you, for you have made known to us the king's matter.” 



Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the 

wise men of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise 

men of Babylon; bring me in before the king, and I will show the king the 

interpretation.” 

Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus to him: “I 

have found among the exiles from Judah a man who will make known to the king 

the interpretation.” The king declared to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, 

“Are you able to make known to me the dream that I have seen and its 

interpretation?” Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise men, enchanters, 

magicians, or astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has 

asked, but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made 

known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream and 

the visions of your head as you lay in bed are these: To you, O king, as you lay 

in bed came thoughts of what would be after this, and he who reveals mysteries 

made known to you what is to be. But as for me, this mystery has been revealed 

to me, not because of any wisdom that I have more than all the living, but in 

order that the interpretation may be made known to the king, and that you may 

know the thoughts of your mind. 

“You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of 

exceeding brightness, stood before you, and its appearance was frightening. The 

head of this image was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its middle and 

thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. As you 

looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet 

of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, 

the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became like the 

chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that 

not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a 

great mountain and filled the whole earth. 

“This was the dream. Now we will tell the king its interpretation. You, O king, 

the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, 

and the might, and the glory, and into whose hand he has given, wherever they 

dwell, the children of man, the beasts of the field, and the birds of the heavens, 

making you rule over them all—you are the head of gold. Another kingdom 

inferior to you shall arise after you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze, which 

shall rule over all the earth. And there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, 

because iron breaks to pieces and shatters all things. And like iron that crushes, 

it shall break and crush all these. And as you saw the feet and toes, partly of 

potter's clay and partly of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom, but some of the 

firmness of iron shall be in it, just as you saw iron mixed with the soft clay. And 

as the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay, so the kingdom shall be 

partly strong and partly brittle. As you saw the iron mixed with soft clay, so they 

will mix with one another in marriage, but they will not hold together, just as 

iron does not mix with clay. And in the days of those kings the God of heaven 

will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left 

to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to 

an end, and it shall stand forever, just as you saw that a stone was cut from a 



mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the 

clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what 

shall be after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.” 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and paid homage to Daniel, and 

commanded that an offering and incense be offered up to him. The king 

answered and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of 

kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this 

mystery.” Then the king gave Daniel high honors and many great gifts, and 

made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all 

the wise men of Babylon. Daniel made a request of the king, and he appointed 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the affairs of the province of Babylon. 

But Daniel remained at the king's court.” 

 

Introduction: God’s Layered Purposes 

 

At the end of chapter 1, we feel sorry for Daniel and his friends. Fifteen-year old 

boys who have been ripped from their homeland and kidnapped, trafficked into 

the worst place imaginable: Babylon. They have been pressured to undergo 

brain-washing and indoctrination, yet their spirits are strong and they have not 

given in, for God is with them. God gave them into their enemies hand; God 

gave them favor with their enemy king, and God gave the supernatural wisdom 

in the spiritual person of Christ who is with them. 

 

Now that wisdom will be on bright display not only in Daniel, but in the events 

that unfold around him. God will show himself not only Daniel’s judge as his 

name signifies, but the judge of all the earth.  

 

Dragon Swallowed a Scorpion 

We feel sorry for the persecution, the humiliation, the oppression of young 

Daniel and his friends, barely 15 years old, and the other exiled Jews who have 

been taken to Babylon. What lessons is God teaching them? What repentance 

must they learn? What new graces will God give them? Yet, by the time we are 

done with chapter 2 you will no longer feel sorry for Daniel, but you will admire 

and aspire to him. And you will feel profoundly sorry for his evil captor, King 

Nebuchadnezzar.  

 

You see Babylon, the Dragon, swallowed the beehive of Jerusalem for the 

sweetness of its honey, but in the hive hid a Scorpion who is the Spirit of Christ 

in the person of Daniel. And in the Dragon’s belly the Scorpion stings 

repeatedly until the Dragon falls. We come to realize that God’s plan for exiling 

the Jews to Babylon has deep layers. He is also bringing Daniel to King 

Nebuchadnezzar to call the king to repent, to humble himself, and to ultimately 

see his God-ordained end, all to give God glory. God is up to hundreds even 

thousands of good ends, in the complex movements of his will in the affairs of 

human history. The exile wasn’t just for the Jews. It wasn’t even just for 

Babylon. It was to show the world what’s going to happen to the whole world, 



to describe the past, to define the present and to declare the future – until 

forever. 

 

God is Sovereign: Good News 

Here is what we mean by the sovereignty of God. God’s sovereignty is also 

known as the Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of heaven. This is wherever and 

whenever his people joyfully bow the knee of allegiance to King Jesus in honor 

and obedience. Isaiah 52:7-10 helps us see how joyful God’s sovereignty is: 

 

 “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings 

good news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who 

publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” The voice of your 

watchmen—they lift up their voice;  together they sing for joy;  for eye to eye 

they see  the return of the LORD to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you 

waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has 

redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all 

the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” 

 

Why is God’s reign such good news? Because it means he has vanquished all 

our enemies, including our worst enemy: our own sin nature. And now we are 

redeemed, comforted, fully at peace with God and ourselves and surging with 

hope. And we run with beautiful feet to tell the world in witness, the good news: 

your God is sovereign and he reigns. Rejoice! 

 

I. God’s sovereignty urgently enacted by Prayer (vv. 1-23) 

 

Nebuchadnezzar is deranged. He has exalted himself upon the throne of his life. 

He has, as a military general for Babylon conquered Carchimesh and now 

Jerusalem by the age of 25. Now he has been made King of his country and he 

was wild with arrogant pride and self-aggrandizement.  His training program for 

the young Jews is completed and he being the most important and powerful man 

on the planet in his time is ready to conquer the known world for himself and his 

own vain-glory. 

 

There’s only one problem: he’s nuts. He’s mad. He is deranged. As with all 

persons who run head-long into a path of sin; God mercifully withholds their 

ability to enjoy sin; by making them moronic. Romans 1 teaches that if we 

refuse to give thanks to God for all things we become “futile in their thinking, 

and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became 

fools,” (Rom. 1:21-22). 

 

The young king’s life, though he has no idea of this, is under the meticulous, full 

sovereignty of God. And God gives Nebuchadnezzar troubling dreams as he 

sleeps. The dream probably repeated, proved prophetically true and epic in 

scope. Nebuchadnezzer probably even understands something of the dream 

before he asks anyone to explain it to him. 



 

You can see how deranged he is when he calls all his advisors, sorcerers, 

enchanters, magicians, and tells them to not only interpret his dream, but tell 

him what the dream itself was. Of course they can’t, because the power of God 

is not with them. They can only use their books of interpretative principles to 

explain what someone tells them. So they refused. But he doesn’t trust anyone. 

He can’t just give the dream and let them interpret it; because he is living in 

crazed fear of everything. So he said to them again: if you don’t tell me what my 

dream is I’ll tear you limb from limb and bring your homes to ruins (v.5). But if 

you tell me my dream, I’ll reward you with gifts and honor.  

 

Again they say, if you tell us your dream we’ll explain it. The King says, “Your 

stalling.” They become desperate, knowing the brutality this king is capable of, 

“No king has asked this before; and no man can perform what you ask. Only one 

of the gods could do what you ask (v.11). In great rage and fury the king 

commands that all the wise men of Babylon be killed. So the captain of the 

king’s guard went to gather up all the wise men, including Daniel and his 

friends, to kill them.  

 

Can you imagine the horror of being told you must gather all your co-workers, 

friends, possibly some relatives, teachers, wise counselors, loyal countrymen 

and servants: the best of your country and kill them all!  All these people must 

die for one man’s disobedience? 

 

Daniel Intercedes 

But in that moment Daniel, wisely asks the Captain a question: “Why is the 

matter so urgent?” After hearing of the events, Daniel boldly goes into the king, 

asks for the favor of time and says, he will reveal and interpret the dream. 

Daniel intercedes for those who are not his own people. 

 

Then what does Daniel do? He calls a prayer meeting with his friends. What are 

we going to pray about? We are going to pray that God keeps us alive. We are 

dead men walking. God must reveal the mystery to me, so I can reveal it to the 

king, or we die. No there’s desperation at your prayer meeting.  

An Urgent Prayer Request 

Just yesterday I received an email from a missionary friend who said, “When I 

meet with a Christian in a certain village known for demonic activity, I get 

physically sick. But I know God wants me to encourage the young believer who 

lives there. Will you and Kathy pray for me, that I would carefully and wisely 

go again, but be protected from illness?” We prayed and continue to pray. 

 

Prayer is Daniel’s response to this most dire of life and death circumstances. 

Desperation is a wonderful teacher of true prayer. My observation for us here at 

The Landing is this: God’s sovereignty applied to our lives looks like earnest 

prayer. God’s sovereignty is enacted by prayer. 



 

That might seem odd to some. If mere human logic is used the question 

becomes: “if God is sovereign why bother praying?” But if divine logic is used 

the question becomes: “since God is sovereign why not pray?” God’s 

sovereignty does not make prayer superfluous; it makes it possible. Why is that? 

Because God is sovereign over the means as well as the ends. And he chooses to 

gain more glory in achieving his ends through the use of prayer rather than 

without it. 

 

May our National Day of Prayer meeting here on Thursday evening, and every 

other prayer event that grows among us; and every secret, private prayer of your 

heart; and every movement of prayer across this nation and the globe; arise from 

great confidence in God’s purposes and be used by him to achieve those very 

purposes.  

 

The humble, urgent, desperate praying of a believer or local gathering of 

believers is one of the most accurate indicators of the greatness, the grandness, 

the vastness of their view of God. Every good and perfect gift you need; and this 

church needs; comes down from our heavenly Father (James 1:17). Therefore 

every good and perfect gift we need; comes by prayer.  What endless prayer, 

unceasing prayer would flow from us if we fully believed that! 

 

God’s sovereignty is enacted by prayer. 

 

II. God’s sovereignty kindly revealed for praise (vv. 19-30) 

 

Then I want you to see how God’s sovereignty is kindly revealed in praise. Look 

at how God hears and answers in verse 19, “Then the mystery was revealed to 

Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.”  Daniel 

blesses or praises the God of heaven. And in his praise to God who crafts a 

psalm, 

 “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to whom belong wisdom 

and might. He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; 

he gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding; he 

reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what is in the darkness, and the light 

dwells with him.  To you, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise, for you 

have given me wisdom and might, and have now made known to me what we 

asked of you, for you have made known to us the king's matter.” 

 

God gives wisdom and might to Daniel. He raises up and takes down all kings. 

He reveals hidden things because he knows what is in darkness and light dwells 

with him. This is Daniel saying, the one true God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 

he alone is God. All other gods are imposters and rebels. This God is God and 

all the nations have no gods; but must acknowledge God alone. 

 

 



God’s Kindness in Answered Prayer 

For all the false gods of Babylon’s pagan religion, God is here quickly and 

kindly and perfectly answer Daniel’s prayer with his three friends. God loves to 

answer prayer. He loves to answer prayer more than you love him to answer 

prayer. His revealing the dream to Daniel was a great kindness to Daniel and his 

friends, they get to live, and their relationship with God has grown more sweet 

and intimate. But God’s answer was kind to the other astrologers too; they also 

get to live and they have their view of the true God enlarged.  

 

And God’s kindness multiplies: Arioch, the Captain of the Guard, doesn’t have 

to kill his own countrymen; and this is also kindness to the King, for he now has 

his dream explained from a trustworthy voice in Daniel, and the king will have a 

moment to open his eyes to God’s sovereign power as well.  

 

Look at Daniel’s witness before the crazed king Nebuchadnezzar, (vv. 27–30) 

“No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or astrologers can show to the king the 

mystery that the king has asked, but there is a God in heaven who reveals 

mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the 

latter days. Your dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed are these: 

To you, O king, as you lay in bed, came thoughts of what would be after this, 

and he who reveals mysteries made known to you what is to be.  But as for me, 

this mystery has been revealed to me, not because of any wisdom that I have 

more than all the living, but in order that the interpretation may be made known 

to the king, and that you may know the thoughts of your mind.” 

 

Daniel doesn’t boast in his being chosen by God or even being wise with God’s 

wisdom. He points all glory back to God; and the kindness goes to the one least 

deserving: the rebel kind. As Daniel explains the dream; all the lives of the other 

advisors are spared. 

 

I see in that fact another kindness to us in that Daniel’s wisdom, humility and 

integrity points us to Christ. Daniel’s godly actions: his boldness; his integrity, 

his faith, his prayerfulness, his favor from God, his very life, he lays down for 

others. Daniel risked his life for his friends, but also and even for those who are 

his enemies. Is this not a foretaste of the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

died for his friends, yet died while they were still his enemies (Rom. 5:8)? 

 

Before Daniel’s life can be an example for us; it must first be a witness for us to 

the grace we have found alone in Jesus Christ. 

 

God’s sovereignty is applied in prayer and revealed in praise. When we pray we 

actively acknowledge God’s ruling power. When he answers and we praise Him, 

we reveal to all the joyful effect of that power in our lives.   

 

 

 



III. God’s sovereignty on broadly displayed for permanent glory 

 

Now, third, God’s sovereignty is broadly displayed for God’s permanent glory. 

Look at the dream itself. Here is the dream, beginning in verse 31-35, “You saw, 

O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of exceeding 

brightness, stood before you, and its appearance was frightening. The head of 

this image was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of 

bronze, [33] its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. As you 

looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet 

of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, 

the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became like the 

chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so that 

not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a 

great mountain and filled the whole earth.” 

 

You should know that in the ancient world showing a statue made of different 

substances often was used to represent history. Second, take note that the stone 

was cut by no human hand, and third notice how it vaporized the entire statue, 

then became a great mountain that filled the earth. 

 

The Interpretation 

What does this dream mean? Daniel had the vision from God to describe it. Of 

course it is correct. So Daniel has Nebuchadnezzar’s rapt attention. What does it 

mean? 

 

Look at verses 36-45, “This was the dream. Now we will tell the king its 

interpretation. You, O king, the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has 

given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory, and into whose 

hand he has given, wherever they dwell, the children of man, the beasts of the 

field, and the birds of the heavens, making you rule over them all—you are the 

head of gold. Another kingdom inferior to you shall arise after you, and yet a 

third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. And there shall be a 

fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron breaks to pieces and shatters all 

things. And like iron that crushes, it shall break and crush all these. And as you 

saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, it shall be a 

divided kingdom, but some of the firmness of iron shall be in it, just as you saw 

iron mixed with the soft clay. And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and 

partly clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle. As you saw 

the iron mixed with soft clay, so they will mix with one another in marriage, but 

they will not hold together, just as iron does not mix with clay. And in the days 

of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be 

destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in 

pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever,  

just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and 

that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A 



great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is 

certain, and its interpretation sure.” 

 

Beginning with Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar, the statue is a symbol of God’s 

plan for history. The gold is the current king, the silver the kingdom which 

follows him, which we know was the Medes and Persians. The bronze the 

kingdom after that which was Greece and finally the iron legs probably 

represents Rome.  

 

Verses 37-38 teach plainly that all rule, might, power, wealth and persons are 

given to the king by God. That’s true for all kings and all kingdoms. They serve 

at God’s pleasure and for his purpose. Since that true of North Korea, Russia, 

Iran and the US, we dare not put our hopes in, nor let fears arise from these 

marionette regimes.  

 

Second, each kingdom is inferior to the one before. Inferior in what sense? Their 

size grows bigger; their population grows down the line; their wealth and 

influence expands; their years of existence also increase, so in what sense are the 

subsequent kingdoms inferior? Only this: in each succeeding kingdom their 

worldly wealth drives them deeper and deeper into moral depravity. They are 

inferior in the most important way: they grow more and more godless. 

 

Third, notice that the Rock which crushes and vaporizes all the kingdoms has no 

human beginning. My understanding is that it is because this Rock is Christ who 

was not born of human means, but conceived by the Holy Spirit. Why am I so 

confident this Rock is the Kingdom of Christ? Three reasons: first, it is a 

kingdom not made by human hands. Second, it is a kingdom that lasts forever. 

This Rock becomes a mountain and listen to how the prophet Micah describe the 

Mountain of the Lord that is to come: 

Micah 4:1–4, “It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the 

house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and it 

shall be lifted up above the hills; and peoples shall flow to it,   and many nations 

shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 

house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk 

in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law,  and the word of the LORD 

from Jerusalem. He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide 

disputes for strong nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into 

plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore; but they shall sit every 

man under his vine and under his fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid, 

for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.” 

 

Can you imagine a day when the Syrian people are not afraid of being gassed by 

their own leader? Can you imagine a day when every unborn child is safe in 

their mother’s womb? When no person is afraid because of the color God made 



their skin? Can you imagine a day when no fear grips anyone because perfect 

love will reign in Christ’s kingdom and perfect love casts out fear! 

 

And third, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Rock of our Salvation alludes to Daniel 2 

when he teachings of the nature of his own ministry. Listen to Matthew 21:43–

44, “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people producing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be 

broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”  

 

All man-made kingdoms will be destroyed by a mighty rock, which is Christ. 

That is the point God is making to Nebuchadnezzar, to all Jews, and to all 

believers and to the world. Trust in Christ. Rejoice at his sovereign rule and 

reign.  

 

Main Point: God’s sovereignty is applied in prayer and revealed in praise, and 

displayed in permanent glory.  

 

A Polytheist is Born 

Look at Nebuchadnezzar’s reaction. He doesn’t become a convert to Judaism. 

He doesn’t reject his failed pagan gods; and trust Yahweh. But he does include 

Yahweh among the gods he already has. A polytheist is always willing to add 

another god.  

 

Look at verses 46-47, “Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and paid 

homage to Daniel, and commanded that an offering and incense be offered up to 

him. The king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is God of gods 

and Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal 

this mystery.” 

 

Instead of dying, Daniel and his three friends are promoted. Daniel elevated to 

Vice President over all of Babylon, and chief wise man among all the wise men. 

Daniel is given extraordinary favor among the kingdom. The king probably gave 

this role to Daniel, to keep him close in his court, because he feared Daniel’s 

wisdom. But it is God’s favor that seats Daniel and you and I as high as we are. 

 

Who will tell this city of the Sovereign Christ? 

No one speaks of Christ as the sovereign rock who will come to establish his 

kingdom by vaporizing all previous kingdoms. America has a tame, and weak, 

and mild Christ - a false Christ of our own making. When the Christ of Scripture 

makes comic book action heroes look like ladybugs in comparison to his rock-

like glory like a meteor the size of the sun. 

 

Where can you go to see the glory of Christ proclaimed and taught and sung and 

lived in this city? Who will tell this region of the sovereign Christ? We will; 

God being our helper.  If you believe as Jesus does that sexuality is reserved 

only for a man and a woman in the bond of marriage, then prepare to be exiled. 



If you believe as Jesus teaches that there is a real and eternal hell for all who 

reject him, then prepare to be exiled. If you believe as Jesus taught, that sin is 

washed away by a bloody cross and an empty tomb, prepare to be exiled. If you 

believe that loving-kindness for those who disagree with Jesus means laying 

down your life for your friends and your enemies, just as Jesus taught and lived, 

then prepare to be exiled.  

 

And when you are exiled, God will be with you and in you and go before you, to 

achieve a thousand glories to his name through you. Your exile won’t be only 

for you; but for those who oppose you. So come to Jesus out in this exile. He’s 

already there. Come to him. Trust in him. Follow him.  

 

 “As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 

chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: 

 “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 

precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” So the honor is 

for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and “A stone of stumbling, and 

a rock of offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 

destined to do.”  (I Peter 2:4-8). 
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