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Daniel 3 

“King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits 

and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of 

Babylon. Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the satraps, the prefects, 

and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, 

and all the officials of the provinces to come to the dedication of the image that 

King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then the satraps, the prefects, and the 

governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all 

the officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication of the image that King 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before the image that 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are 

commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, that when you hear the sound 

of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to 

fall down and worship the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 

And whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into a 

burning fiery furnace.” Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of 

the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the 

peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden image that 

King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously 

accused the Jews. They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 

You, O king, have made a decree, that every man who hears the sound of the 

horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall fall down 

and worship the golden image. And whoever does not fall down and worship 

shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom you 

have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do not serve 

your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the king. 

Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I 

have set up? Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, 

lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship 

the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall 

immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will 

deliver you out of my hands?” 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter.  If this be so, 

our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 

he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O 

king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have 

set up.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was 

changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace 

heated seven times more than it was usually heated. And he ordered some of the 



mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast 

them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in their cloaks, 

their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the 

burning fiery furnace. Because the king's order was urgent and the furnace 

overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace. 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to 

his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered 

and said to the king, “True, O king.” He answered and said, “But I see four men 

unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the 

appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he 

declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, 

come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out 

from the fire. And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king's 

counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over 

the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks 

were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. Nebuchadnezzar 

answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set 

aside the king's command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and 

worship any god except their own God. Therefore I make a decree: Any people, 

nation, or language that speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in 

ruins, for there is no other god who is able to rescue in this way.” Then the king 

promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon.” 

 

Introduction: God Delivers All Who Trust in Him 

 

Daniel shows in this account how the rebellious spirit of self-exaltation remain 

alive in sinful flesh; and must be resisted and conquered by full-fledged trust in 

God. The chief point of this account is capture by the Apostle John in I John 5:4, 

“For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the 

victory that has overcome the world—our faith.”  Faith that overcomes every 

enemy attack, every sad turn of events, every sinful violation from others, every 

nagging sin in our own hearts. Faith overcomes them all because biblical faith 

looks to Christ, whose sovereign Lordship rules over all things.  

Daniel remains in the court of Babylon, and doesn’t appear in this chapter. But 

he is recounting the events to us as the writer. And he does not elevate his three 

friends as heroes, as easy as that would be to do. You don’t find these three 

young Jewish believers as more virtuous, more wise, more heroic than their 

enemies. They are simply loved by an infinitely greater God. They would say of 

themselves, what I say of myself, what John Newton requested to be written on 

his gravestone: A great sinner, beloved of a great Savior. God is the true hero of 



the book of Daniel.  

 

God Leads Us Into Fire 

Just like God is the hero of your life. If you have walked with Christ for any 

length of time, you have gone through tests of faith; fires that have threatened to 

burn you; but you have overcome by trusting God. Maybe you are in a fire right 

now. May this passage of Holy Scripture be such profound encouragement to 

you in the fire right now, that you feel Christ has come to walk through the fire 

with you in this very message. That the heat this passage, burns the very bonds 

that encircle your life; and you see in this Scripture Christ’s face of love and 

kind rule holding you, loving you, guiding you, quieting you in the very middle 

of the fire.  

Maybe you have not yet walked through any fiery trials in your life.  Know this: 

for all who name the name of Christ, there will be fires of purifying the Lord 

grants to us until he returns. Listen to how Paul made disciples and encouraged 

them. Here is Acts 14:21-22, “When they had preached the gospel to that city 

and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to 

Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue 

in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the 

kingdom of God.” 

And this was not new with Paul, but his repeating and expanding what our Lord 

Jesus Christ said himself, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may 

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 

overcome the world.” (John 16:33). 

Let all the encouragements to victorious faith in this passage be credited to your 

account that you will have rich encouragement to spend freely in the day of your 

trial. Speak often to your children of this God, who walks freely through the fire 

with us; such that we will not be burned, even if we die obeying Christ; we die 

to go to be with him; our dying is gain and bears profound witness to his worth. 

 

Babel and Babylon 

Some have said this dramatic stand-off between the demands of idolatry by King 

Nebuchadnezzar and the pure faith in God of Daniel’s three friends is an 

exaggerated tale. They point to the repetition of all the officials made to attend; 

and all the musical instruments used to call the people to bow to the idol. They 

even point to the foolish behavior of the king as a sign that Daniel is 

exaggerating. He is lampooning some other real account, they say.  

Yet, I see no reason to discount Daniel’s recounting of this harrowing test of 

faith. Rather, if you simply come humbly before Holy Scripture in Daniel 3 you 

will see a far more profound purpose for every feature of this account. Multiple 

details of Daniel 3 restate the truth of the account of the Tower of Babel, way 

back in Genesis 11.  

For instance, both events happen in the exact same location. The Plain of Dura, 

and Shinar are the same location. Both accounts involve the tallest structure man 

could build with his own efforts and skill which are built in defiance against 

God. Both structures represent a man-centered idolatry that tries to make man 



equal to or greater than God. Both invite all the officials of the land and all the 

nations of the peoples to bow (v.4, 29) to attend, bow and for the purpose of a 

self-made unity that never ends.  And because of God’s mighty hand: both 

stories result in defeating man’s evil plan, and advancing his own perfect plan of 

love to bear witness to his worth among all the nations! The spirit of Babel was 

alive in Babylon. 

And the spirit of Babel is alive in present day Babylon as well. Science, 

education, business, media, medicine, the humanities, technology, the economy, 

politics; all these are worthy pursuits given by God to glorify him and better the 

lives of others. But because of the sinful heart of human beings; these gifts can 

be perverted into grenades by which we explode God as a myth and violate 

others with destruction. 

The solution is not to flee the world; or isolate ourselves. The response God’s 

Spirit calls us to make is to embrace our exile. Prepare ourselves and our 

families well to go right into the fray and stand for Christ; no matter what they 

threaten against us. They can only kill us. And history shows that the world-

wide church surges with growth when watered by the blood of the saints. And 

God is severely just. The life of every Christian martyr will be avenged by his 

sovereign hand (Rev. 6:10). 

 

Four Fuels to Burn for Christ 

I find four truths which act like fuel to heat the fire of your victorious faith; 

hotter than any blast furnace could ever be. Imagine a fire of faith in your soul, 

so hot that it burns every other fire that is meant to destroy you.  

 

I. God Alone is Worthy of Worship (vv. 1-7) 

God alone is to be worshipped, for God alone is God and therefore worthy. Here 

Nebuchadnezzar erects a golden image representing his own kingdom, under the 

guise of some false god, probably Bel. And demands people worship the 

inanimate idol. In so doing, the king demands obedience and worship of himself. 

 

Sinful Leaders Steal God’s Glory 
Here the King is rebelling in several ways. He attempts to steal for himself the 

glory due God alone. First, the dream of chapter two was an opportunity for the 

King to humble himself and recognize God’s absolute sovereign reign over 

history and its kingdoms. And that only the final divine kingdom of Christ with 

its mountain like nature will endure forever. But no, Nebuchadnezzar builds an 

image completely of gold, (probably solid gold, given all his conquests), as a 

symbol that he rejects God’s word to him, and wants his kingdom to last forever. 

I reject your choice of Jesus as King; I want to be the eternal king. 

 

Second, He is erecting an image, probably of the god Bel, calling all persons to 

bow in worship to it. But his religious piety is just a ruse for his self-

aggrandizing lust for worship. The only thing worse than a narcissist is a 

narcissist who hides behind false pretenses to please God. God isn’t going away 



in our culture. He is just being used as a cover for every vile sin that man can 

imagine. 

 

Third, He knows the Jews among his kingdom cannot bow to an idol (Ex. 20:3). 

So he is forcing them to surrender and capitulate to the religious customs of their 

new exiled nation. Forced indoctrination never works. And here it is a sharp 

defiance of the Jews, even those whom he has recognized in his administration.  

 

Fuel number 1: God alone is worthy of worship. He will not give his glory to 

another. Do not worship other men, or angels, or objects or ideas or experiences. 

Worship God! 

 

II. Defiance: Holy and Unholy (vv.8-15) 

Always make sure your defiance is holy and not unholy. There will come a day 

when you will be called to crisis. Will you bow before the worlds gods; or will 

you defy the crowd and stand for Christ? It will not be foggy, unclear or 

nuanced. It will stark, plain and clear: are you for Christ or not? 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah defy the edict to be swooned by the music, nor 

terrorized by the furnace. And they remain standing when the whole rest of the 

city bows. What holy courage to defy an evil edict.  

On a trip to visit missionary friends to Chad, Africa in 2010, we found ourselves 

in the city center of a large city called Abeche. Everyone is a Muslim in Chad, 

by their public actions. Only a small percentage is truly committed to Islam in 

private. On Fridays, at noon, an ominous horn sounds and no matter you are or 

what you are doing, shoppers and police, farmers and butchers, and children and 

women and even visitors, get off your bikes, stop your cars, and busses, stop 

whatever you are doing and bow down to the east in prayer to Allah. 

When we heard the horn and saw everyone bowing across the whole city, I 

looked to David, our host, and he had a calmness on his face. He said walk with 

me. So the group of about 6 or 7 of us walked on any spare ground we could 

find, with a swiftness in our step, down the street filled with people. Thankfully 

our truck was not far. We climbed into the truck and he drove off. At the 

moment we were the only moving thing in a city of 1 million people. I 

remember looking back at the entire bowed city with a measure of relief and 

sadness. How they need the knowledge of God’s love in Jesus Christ. 

These three young Jews stood out in the crowd. Maybe it was designed to 

expose them. They defied the king in holiness. As you could imagine, there were 

those jealous of these young Jewish boys who had swiftly advanced in the 

Babylonian kingdom, so they wasted no time in tattling to the king that these 

three did not bow to his gods but defied his authority and did not worship his 

image. 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah’s faith was on display. Their defiance of the 

king’s evil edict, was a holy defiance.  

But then the arrogant king grew furious. In verse 13 he furiously calls these 

three before him and gives them another chance to bow before his image at the 

sound of his musicians.  Then in rage he warns them: ‘But if you do not worship, 



you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god 

who will deliver you out of my hands?”  He defies the one true God. The very 

God he blessed in chapter 2, he defies in chapter 3. And he will bless this God 

again, but not with his heart; only with his lips. This defiance of the one true 

God is unholy and wicked. 

 

Be sure your defiance is holy and not unholy. Holy defiance is obvious because 

it always obeys and exalts Jesus Christ. Unholy defiance always exalts yourself 

and the mobs of the world. 

 

Don’t worry about being on the right side of history; be on the right side of God. 

 

III. Fierce Faith in God is the Greatest Miracle (vv. 16-23) 

 

Fuel number 3 is this: the greatest miracle is not rescue from fire; but rescue 

from sin. Fear sinning against God more than you fear suffering for God. Fear 

sinning against God more than you fear suffering for God. 

Look at the answer of Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. Verse 16-18, “O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our 

God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he 

will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, 

that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set 

up.” 

Can you imagine all the courtiers and accusers and astrologers standing around 

seeing what the king will do to these three Jews who have not worshipped his 

idol. Their lives are on the line. And their faith is being tested in the most 

painful way.  

Look how they address the King. They don’t use his title. Just, “O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter.” Meaning, we 

have a final judge and it’s not you. You can only kill us, and we can surely die. 

But there is something worse than dying. That is dying without peace with God. 

So do with us what you will. We owe you nothing. 

And what is beneath this great freedom, this great steel-spined confidence? 

What lies beneath this powerful testimony in the face of such murderous hatred? 

Answer: a vision of God bigger than the universe: “If this be so, our God whom 

we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver 

us out of your hand, O king.”   

Deliverance from the burn of fire isn’t the great goal. Because walking free from 

the fire, but having betrayed your soul in the fire of fear and shame, is no 

freedom at all. It’s a living hell. So they are ready to die in order to please the 

Lord and be pleased by the Lord. They have made up their minds that the love 

of God is better than life itself. King David said in Psalm 63:1-3,  

 “O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; 

my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. So I 

have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. 

Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you.”   



So the king had these three innocent young Jews bound and thrown into the 

hottest fire he could make. The very kiln used to smelt the gold that made the 

idol; was now going to be the fire that purified the witness of God’s beloved 

ones. Their boldness is breath-taking. God will save us; but if he does not, we 

will not disobey him.  

Fire as hot as the king’s fury, but his anger bound him more than the bonds 

fettering the hands of Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So urgent and maniacal 

is his anger that he heated a furnace hotter than it needed to be for the job. So 

hot burns this furnace, that his strongest Babylonian men who thrust the three 

into the furnace perished themselves. The wages of sin is always death. 

And at that moment martyrs were made. These three young Jews alone in the 

burning fire, because they feared sinning against God more than suffering for 

God.  

 

IV. Christ Will Walk Through The Fire With You (vv. 24-25) 

 

The fourth encouragement to fuel your faith I want you to take from this event is 

this: Jesus Christ, the son of God will walk through every fire with you. That’s 

how you know the fire of your testing is not your condemnation, but your 

purification. 

I get that from verses 24-25, “Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and 

rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men 

bound into the fire?”  Nothing gets past this guy. Weren’t there three we threw 

in the fire? Yes Neb, there were three; Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

Everyone knows their names. They are the only three who would not bow to 

your statue. They were standing directly in front you a moment ago and you said 

their names. There were three.  

And the court officials are have no more wattage in their light bulbs. “They 

answered and said to the king, “True, O king.”  True, O king. True. Yep, 3 

right, 3? Yep we confirmed it king - there were 3. Guess there isn’t a 

competency exam for royal service.  

Verse 25, “He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the 

midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a 

son of the gods.”  The Son of God, the pre-incarnate Christ, is in the fire with 

them. All their bonds have burned off, and Christ is walking though the fire with 

his beloved ones.  

This is exactly what Isaiah 43:1-5 says will happen, 

 “But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who 

formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 

name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire 

you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  For I am the 

LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your 

ransom,  Cush and Seba in exchange for you.  Because you are precious in my 

eyes, and honored, and I love you,  I give men in return for you, peoples in 



exchange for your life.  Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring 

from the east, and from the west I will gather you.” 

 

This is how you walk through cancer diagnosis – Christ is with you through it 

all.  Or pain in your marriage – Christ is with you through every heartache. Or 

addiction – Christ is with you through ever indignity.  Or job loss – Christ is 

with through every fear.  Or the betrayal of a friend. Christ will be with you. He 

is with you. He is with you to free you from the bondage of fear, shame, guilt 

and unbelief. And to remind you that whatever hardship you endure, is not 

because he is angry with you; but because he loves you. God only disciplines the 

sons whom he loves. 

 

Christ: Your Supreme Joy 

You might ask, “How do I know Christ is with me in my fiery trials? Here is an 

all-important answer: You know that Christ is with you; if you are looking to 

him for the joy nothing in this world can supply. Christ was with Daniel and 

these three Jewish men, not because they deserved him; but because they looked 

to Him for protection by his blood. This is how Moses related to Christ, before 

Christ was born. Listen carefully to Hebrew 11:26-28, ‘[Moses] considered the 

reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was 

looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the 

king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. By faith he kept the 

Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might 

not touch them.” Christ’s blood is the blood of the lamb protecting Moses and 

the Jews in Egypt from the Destroyer.  

But what is so shocking is that Moses’ faith was in Christ, who didn’t exist yet. 

He was still in the future. But Christ, the Son of God, revealed himself as greater 

wealth, greater joy, greater pleasure, greater blessing than all the pleasures of the 

most opulent nation in the world at the time, Egypt. Moses chose Christ and to 

identify with his reproach rather than to reject Christ and commit idolatry with 

the Egyptians. 

So what does that have to do with Daniel’s three friends in the furnace? I 

answer: like Moses they chose to identify with Christ in the very same way, 

rather than compromise in the path of sin by bowing to a golden idol.  

Read on in Hebrews 11 and you will see what I mean: verse 32-34, “And what 

more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered 

kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 

quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong 

out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.” These 

three young men are aligned with all the great men and women of faith in the 

Old Testament, including Moses. 

How then shall we live, we who have trust Christ and found him greater than all 

the wealth this world can afford? Answer Hebrews 12:1-2, “Therefore, since we 

are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 

weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race 



that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 

for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 

is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

 

V. Evil’s Fire Has No Power Over You (v.26-30) 

 

Finally, be encouraged by this: sin’s fire has no power over you. Sin’s fire has 

no power over you. 

Four men, Christ and the three young men from Judah, walked freely, unbound, 

and unharmed among the hottest imaginable fire on earth. Not even a smell of 

fire lingered on their clothing. Their bonds were burned, but not their clothing. 

God had rescued his faithful ones out the fire. It was a second miracle, the lesser 

one. The greater one was their obedient faith in God for which they were willing 

to die. 

The king calls the three to come out of the furnace, so they walk out. Unharmed, 

their clothes intact, they don’t even smell like smoke! The whole crowd of 

officials gathered around, even some who had accused them surely.  

Verse 27, “And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king's 

counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over 

the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks 

were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them.” Only their bonds 

were burned.  

The voice of the king speaks truth, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in 

him, and set aside the king's command, and yielded up their bodies rather than 

serve and worship any god except their own God” (Dan. 3:28). 

Be assured of this: no fire, no death, no harm that any evil can wield against you 

has any power over you. No fire on this earth; and no fire of hell can threaten 

you. Here is a picture of how all things will end: Revelation 21:5–8, “And he 

who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also 

he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” And he 

said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 

end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without 

payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God 

and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as 

for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 

portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second 

death.”  

 

Do you have the faith that conquers sin and the fear the world foists upon you? 

God wants to give this faith to you infinitely more than you could ever desire it. 

Ask him. Pray right now and ask God to increase your faith, to equip you for the 

day of testing to come; that you, yes you, might walk out of the fire unscathed 

because of Christ. 

 

 



Blindness Persists 

And before he promotes these three again, he makes another decree. Similar to 

his first one, which only shows Nebuchadnezzar still remains the same leader he 

has always been: Anyone who “speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in 

ruins, for there is no other god who is able to rescue in this way.”  He says their 

God is the only one who is able to rescue. So if you say anything against their 

God, I’ll tear you apart and destroy your house.  

God doesn’t need any thugs to threaten people who speak against him. He 

doesn’t need a mafia. Nebuchadnezzar is still very lost in his unbelief. No 

amount of miraculous wonders performed outside of a person will convince 

their hardened hear to trust Christ. Only the miracle of a new heart of faith; 

where there once was a heart of stone; only that miracle, the one we call 

regeneration will save. 

 

Conclusion: Joy!  

If you are ready to follow Christ, no matter where it leads; including through 

fiery trials; then you are of all people in the world most blessed. Your salvation 

is true and strong and you can resolve this moment to leave out of this building 

ready to defy Christ’s enemies with love; and serve God’s people with love; and 

risk your life in the cause of love. 

 

What is the next step? For some of you it is to make an important step in your 

walk with Christ, you’ve been holding off. For others it is to be bold with fresh 

zeal in your sharing Christ with others. For some of you it is to take a public 

stand on an issue that impacts the gospel of Christ. For some of you it is time to 

be baptized. What a perfect application of this passage: because of the public 

willingness to identify yourself with Christ, even to the point of dying to your 

old self; and being raised to newness of life in him.  

 

The call to be willing to suffer with Christ for God’s glory is not a call to 

sorrow, but a call to joy. Listen to how Peter speaks to Christian exiles in his 

day, and the Spirit speaks right now to us: 1 Peter 1:6–9, “In this you rejoice, 

though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 

trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 

perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory 

and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you 

love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with 

joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls.” 
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