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Daniel 4 

“King Nebuchadnezzar to all peoples, nations, and languages, that dwell in all 

the earth: Peace be multiplied to you! It has seemed good to me to show the 

signs and wonders that the Most High God has done for me. How great are his 

signs,how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,  and his 

dominion endures from generation to generation. 

 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and prospering in my palace.  I 

saw a dream that made me afraid. As I lay in bed the fancies and the visions of 

my head alarmed me. So I made a decree that all the wise men of Babylon 

should be brought before me, that they might make known to me the 

interpretation of the dream. Then the magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldeans, 

and the astrologers came in, and I told them the dream, but they could not make 

known to me its interpretation. At last Daniel came in before me—he who was 

named Belteshazzar after the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the 

holy gods—and I told him the dream, saying, “O Belteshazzar, chief of the 

magicians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in you and that no 

mystery is too difficult for you, tell me the visions of my dream that I saw and 

their interpretation. The visions of my head as I lay in bed were these: I saw, 

and behold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and its height was great. The tree 

grew and became strong, and its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the 

end of the whole earth. Its leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in it 

was food for all. The beasts of the field found shade under it, and the birds of the 

heavens lived in its branches, and all flesh was fed from it. 

 “I saw in the visions of my head as I lay in bed, and behold, a watcher, a holy 

one, came down from heaven. He proclaimed aloud and said thus: ‘Chop down 

the tree and lop off its branches, strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the 

beasts flee from under it and the birds from its branches. But leave the stump of 

its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, amid the tender 

grass of the field. Let him be wet with the dew of heaven. Let his portion be with 

the beasts in the grass of the earth. Let his mind be changed from a man's, and 

let a beast's mind be given to him; and let seven periods of time pass over him. 

The sentence is by the decree of the watchers, the decision by the word of the 

holy ones, to the end that the living may know that the Most High rules the 

kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will and sets over it the lowliest of 

men.’ This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, saw. And you, O Belteshazzar, tell 

me the interpretation, because all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to 

make known to me the interpretation, but you are able, for the spirit of the holy 

gods is in you.” 

 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was dismayed for a while, and his 

thoughts alarmed him. The king answered and said, “Belteshazzar, let not the 

dream or the interpretation alarm you.” Belteshazzar answered and said, “My 

lord, may the dream be for those who hate you and its interpretation for your 

enemies! The tree you saw, which grew and became strong, so that its top 

reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end of the whole earth, whose leaves 

were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which was food for all, under which 

beasts of the field found shade, and in whose branches the birds of the heavens 



lived-  it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong. Your greatness has 

grown and reaches to heaven, and your dominion to the ends of the earth. And 

because the king saw a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven and 

saying, ‘Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump of its roots in the 

earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field, and 

let him be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts of 

the field, till seven periods of time pass over him,’ this is the interpretation, O 

king: It is a decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king, 

that you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the 

beasts of the field. You shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and you shall be 

wet with the dew of heaven, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, till 

you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he 

will. And as it was commanded to leave the stump of the roots of the tree, your 

kingdom shall be confirmed for you from the time that you know that Heaven 

rules. Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you: break off your 

sins by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the 

oppressed, that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosperity.” 

All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve months he was 

walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, and the king answered and 

said, “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a 

royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?” While the words were still in 

the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to 

you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, and you shall be driven 

from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And 

you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass 

over you, until you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives 

it to whom he will.” Immediately the word was fulfilled against 

Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men and ate grass like an ox, and 

his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles' 

feathers, and his nails were like birds' claws. 

At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my 

reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored 

him who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his 

kingdom endures from generation to generation;  all the inhabitants of the earth 

are accounted as nothing,  and he does according to his will among the host of 

heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or 

say to him, “What have you done?” 

At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my 

majesty and splendor returned to me. My counselors and my lords sought me, 

and I was established in my kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me. 

Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, for all 

his works are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able 

to humble.” 

 

 

 



Introduction: My Aim: Your Salvation! 

Fresh delight in your salvation. New insight into the wonder of your salvation. 

New depth of commitment to live out your salvation. And possibly new zeal to 

secure your salvation. The greatest thing in all the world is to be saved. Daniel 4 

and my message is all about each one of us being sure we are saved. 

 

The more I read and prayed through Daniel 4 the more I realized that what the 

Lord has given me to say to you the faith family at the Landing is this: I want to 

show you a mercy, wrapped in a tragedy, wrapped in a glory. A mercy wrapped 

in a tragedy wrapped in a glory. Like a lightening bug wrapped in its cocoon 

wrapped in warm summer sunlight. 

 

A mercy wrapped in a tragedy, wrapped in a glory. First the mercy. 

 

A Mercy: The Proud He Will Humble 

God is able to humble the proud. The proud indeed will be humbled by the 

sovereign rule of God.  Why does God always humble the proud? Because God 

is rightly jealous for his own glory. He alone has caused all good things to be 

created and come to pass. Therefore he alone is worthy to receive all worship. 

And the world is created in such a way that when we ascribe worth to 

something; we seek to get our deepest joy from the object of our worship. If we 

worship God who is infinite; we will get our deepest, surest, strongest, longest 

possible joy in him. In fact, he is more worshipped by our enjoying him.  

So God would be unloving to allow anyone else, including you and me, to take 

credit for what God has done. He would be a liar and no longer God if he 

allowed us to worship anyone more than him, for He alone is worthy. 

Why do I say it is unloving for God to allow us to worship anyone but him? 

Because who we worship reveals our soul’s health and joy. If we worship 

anyone other than God we will be sick in our soul; and empty of true joy. All 

joys that come from something other than God will fade and fail. Joy in God 

alone lasts. Therefore it is loving for God to cause us to worship what will give 

us lasting joy. And the only one worthy of our worship and able to supply 

lasting joy is God himself. 

So pride or boasting is just another way of saying we worship something. And 

the Scripture says, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (I Cor. 1:31; 2 Cor. 

10:17). And when it says that it is being loving toward us; because when we 

boast in the Lord alone; we get our fullest, deepest joy.  

So David writes, “Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my 

flesh also dwells secure.  For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your 

holy one see corruption. You make known to me the path of life; in your 

presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” 

(Psalm 16:9-11). 

Nebuchadnezzar did not worship God. He boasted in himself. So God brought 

him low through the mercy of a dream and a mental disease and finally 

restoration. 

 



Seven Mercies 

In fact lets outline seven mercies God extended to Nebuchadnezzar, and these 

are the same mercies God shows to us.  

 

First, God humbled him in his pride. This is the main point of Daniel 4. You can 

see it in the very last verse, “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor 

the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those 

who walk in pride he is able to humble.” 

And we have already seen that humbling is a great mercy. For God to slay pride 

in us is a great blessing to us. Why? Because it increases our joy in him. Proud 

people are empty of joy. But those God makes humble are invited to fill their 

hearts with joy in him, his strength, his power, his mighty rule. 

 

Second, God broke Nebuchadnezzar’s pride by showing him a vision of God’s 

own glory. God gave Neb, a vision of himself. That is a great mercy. God is the 

most precious of all beings. Your life and mine are impoverished to the extent 

that we assume God and take him for granted and our lives are enriched to the 

extent that we delight ourselves in him always! 

 

Third, God gave all the wealth and power the King had to him as a gift. Babylon 

was the richest nation on earth at the time. Nebuchadnezzar had conquered 

many of the surrounding nations and gathered all their gold to himself. Towers, 

and palaces, and the famous hanging gardens of Babylon all radiated their full 

glory 30 years into his reign.  All this was God’s mercy to the king. 

 

Fourth, God gave Nebuchadnezzar Daniel. By the time of this dream, 

Nebuchadnezzar had reigned over 30 years. He was in his mid-50’s and 

extremely powerful and wealthy, but he had not become generous or kind or 

good. He was as evil as ever. Yet Daniel, respected him, advised him, was even 

kind to him. Did you notice how Daniel said the dream is bad so I wish it were 

true of your enemies (v.19)?  What a blessing for a pagan king to have a God-

loving, truth-telling, wisdom-sharing Jewish witness in his administration 

preaching the good news to him for over 30 years.  

 

Fifth, God gave the vision to him in advance in a dream. The dream itself is a 

great mercy. What was the purpose of the dream? Verses 25-27, “…till you 

know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to who he will. 

And as it was commanded to leave the stump of the roots of the tree, your 

kingdom shall be confirmed for you from the time that you know that Heaven 

rules.Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins 

by practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the 

oppressed, that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosperity.”  

Daniel commanded Nebuchadnezzar to repent. Repentance is not our right. It is 

a gift. 2 Timothy 2:25, “God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a 

knowledge of the truth,” 

 



Sixth, When Nebuchadnezzar fell into his mental illness he did not die. He 

should have died. Herod boasted and he died (Acts 12:23). Nebuchadnezzar was 

spared. He only ate grass like an ox, and his hair grew matted, and his nails long. 

And it was not forever; but only for seven years.  

 

Seventh, God restored Nebuchadnezzar.  At the end of the account the king says, 

“At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, 

my majesty and splendor returned to me. My counselors and my lords sought 

me, and I was established in my kingdom, and still more greatness was added to 

me”. (Dan. 4:36). 

 

This is such a profound mercy to the king. While he was afflicted in the 

wilderness, another man, his son, reigned in his stead. When his father got well, 

he stepped down and gave the throne back to his father.  

 

Valleys and Victories 

God shows us the very same mercy as he brings us through the valleys and 

victories of our lives. He means to show us himself. He means to show us that 

all we have he has given to us as a gift. He means to constantly lead us to 

repentance, for repentance is how we grow into his image. And he means for us 

to boast fully in him; for in boasting in the Lord alone, he is supremely glorified, 

we are supremely satisfied and his worth broadly publicized to the ends of the 

earth. 

 

A Tragedy: Salvation Transforms 

I said we would see a mercy wrapped in a tragedy. What is the tragedy in Daniel 

4? Ask this with me: Is King Nebuchadnezzar in heaven? I don’t know. I hope 

so. But I cannot determine the answer of the question from this passage. Let me 

show you what I mean.  

Humility does not signify salvation; only the acknowledgement that God rules 

over all! To acknowledge that God exists and that he powerfully rules overall is 

not salvation. To agree that God is sovereign, because you have experienced his 

rising and falling; does not mean you delight in his saving grace.  

The Bible is filled with examples of persons who acknowledge, even bless 

God’s power, but they do not trust in him alone for his saving grace.  

 

Notice: 

1. Nebuchadnezzar describes a pagan deity as, “my god” (v.8). He never 

speaks of the true God as my God. 

2. Nebuchadnezzar was spoken to by a “Watcher” not by God himself 

(v.13). Contrast that with the Pre-incarnate Christ walking in the fire with the 

three. 

3. He lifts his eyes to heaven, but again does not address God (v.34). 

4. His blessing applauds God’s dominion and power, but doesn’t address 

him personally, much like a Muslim would. 

5. He never repents in the fashion Daniel instructs (v.27). 



6. He has all his glory restored to him and more (v.36-47). This is his 

comfort. How different from Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah who did not need 

to be saved from the fire to remain trusting in God. 

 

His humility does not signify salvation; because one day all persons will be 

humbled by the glorious return of Christ. Even Satan will bow. Yet not all are 

saved. 

Philippians 2:9-11, “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 

the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 

What we don’t see in Nebuchadnezzar is a profound transformation of his soul. 

We don’t see the miracle of God taking out the heart of stone, and replacing it 

with a heart of flesh. We don’t see him becoming a new man. 

We see him learning to respect God more than he did before.  Like Pharoah, 

Saul or Cornelius. All of them feared God. In fact, before he was converted 

Cornelius was described by Luke as “God-fearing” - then he got saved (Acts 

10:22, 11:18). My understanding is that Nebuchadnezzar becomes God-fearing, 

but is yet to be saved. 

Compare his experience of God with that of the Moabite Ruth, or the tax 

collector Zachaeus. When Ruth was converted she left all she knew in Moab, 

including her families pagan gods, in order to follow Naomi and the God of the 

Jews, Yahweh alone. And when Zachaeus was saved he said, “Behold, Lord, the 

half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, 

I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 

house, since he also is a son of Abraham” (Luke 19:8-9). This is exactly what 

Daniel told King Nebuchadnezzar to do (v.27), but the king did not comply. 

 

What is the tragedy? Just this: do not begin to think that if you have experienced 

God’s healing by signs and wonders, God’s presence in dreams or his 

restoration of wealth in your life that these things mean you are saved. None of 

those mercies are reserved alone for believers. They come upon unbelievers in 

the Bible all the time, and human history as well. All lost unbelievers want to be 

healthy and wealthy with a few spiritual sprinkles on top. That does not mean 

they know Christ. 

Salvation is a miracle of God’s grace that always achieves a new creation in a 

persons’ life. What is your testimony? How can you tell of God’s transforming 

grace in your life? Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Or do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither 

the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 

homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 

swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you 

were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9–11). 

 



Again he writes, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 

has passed away; behold, the new has come.” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

No sin is too difficult for God to save. And no saved person becomes perfect, 

but only begins to walk the path of growing in godliness. But salvation is always 

a genuine turnabout. I was marching toward my destruction in rebellion and 

God-rejecting, blindness, then, he laid a hold on me and spun me all the way 

around to face him directly. He cleansed me of sin and now I walk not on the 

same path as before, but on the path that alone leads to life! 

 

A Glory 

That leads us to the glory. The mercy wrapped in a tragedy, wrapped in a glory. 

Where’s the glory? Picture Daniel writing his account of his people’s exile. He 

is now there 30 plus years and he is a man in his fifties. His flock, the exiled 

Jews in Babylon has endured much. Many have died, there were not grieved 

with Jewish funerals, nor buried with their fathers. Many children have been 

born, who know nothing of Judah. But Daniel knows God. He knows God has a 

plan that will be fulfilled and Israel will be restored to its promise land someday 

soon.  

So Daniel includes this personal testimony of Nebuchadnezzar in his book, not 

to focus on Nebuchadnezzar, but to encourage his flock. God raised him up. God 

took him down. If God raised him up again, he will take him down again. This 

too shall pass. 

What all the adult Jews would have recognized in this account of 

Nebuchadnezzar is the repeating of a precious word they knew well and for 

them it held a rich double-meaning. It was the word “Stump.” In the dream and 

in its fulfillment the Watcher strips the tree and cuts it down leaving only the 

stump with iron and brass bands around it. 

For Nebuchadnezzar that meant: there is a ray of hope God is keeping for you, 

even when you are ruined with mental illness, the stump will grow up again. I 

have encircled it with iron and bronze bands to keep it for you. 

But if you are a thoughtful Jew hearing this story you say: Glory to God. The 

only reason Nebuchadnezzar could be called a stump, is because God has a real 

stump that he is preserving for us his Jewish people and we know it well. We’ve 

sung it. We’ve memorized it. We’ve prayed it from Isaiah 11:1-5, “There shall 

come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall 

bear fruit.  And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  He shall 

not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but 

with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  and decide with equity for the meek 

of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 

breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the [band] of 

his waist, and faithfulness the [band] of his loins.” 

 

 



Our stump will come and he will be our true King. He will lead in humility and 

wisdom, in counsel and might because he is filled with the Spirit of Yahweh. He 

will be not a mere man, but God and man. And even though he is merely a 

stump in the eyes of the world, he is encircled with bands of righteousness and 

faithfulness. That’s who he is; and that’s what he does. 

 

Do you see the layers of glory here? He isn’t slow to fear God; his delight is in 

the fear of the Lord. He doesn’t teach us humility by afflicting us with mental 

illness, he rather he wins our humility by saying, “I will judge with 

righteousness the poor and meek of the earth. And he can never be cut down, but 

he is a tree that bears everlasting fruit. 

 

Three Challenges 

 

God’s beloved ones at The Landing three challenges: 

 

Slay pride like the poison it is; and ask the Lord to grant his humility to you. 

Listen to this kind word from a dear puritan pastor named Thomas Watson, “Let 

us carry ourselves as God’s children in humility. ‘Be ye clothed with humility’ 

(1 Peter 5:5). It is a becoming garment. Let a child of God look at his face every 

morning in the glass of God’s Word and see his sinful spots. This will make him 

walk humbly all the day after.” 

 

Rejoice at the work God is doing around the world to show mercy to believer 

and unbeliever alike. The rain falls on the just and the unjust. 

 

Look to Christ who is your King of kings and Lord of lords. Trust in him and 

turn from your sin. He welcomes you with love and righteousness. Surrender 

yourself to him and he will remake you into a new creation. Pride will melt, and 

humility rise. And you will see our exile is soon finished. 
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