
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Daniel in the Angel’s Den” 

Daniel 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor Brent Nelson 

June 3, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 



Daniel 6 

“It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the 

whole kingdom; and over them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to 

whom these satraps should give account, so that the king might suffer no loss. 

Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and 

satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him 

over the whole kingdom. Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a 

ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could 

find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error 

or fault was found in him. Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground 

for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of 

his God.” 

Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to 

him, “O King Darius, live forever! All the high officials of the kingdom, the 

prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the 

king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever 

makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be 

cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the 

document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and 

the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Therefore King Darius signed the 

document and injunction. 

When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house 

where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got 

down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, 

as he had done previously. Then these men came by agreement and found 

Daniel making petition and plea before his God. Then they came near and said 

before the king, concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an 

injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days 

except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king answered 

and said, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and 

Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Then they answered and said before the 

king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O 

king, or the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a 

day.” 

Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind 

to deliver Daniel. And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. Then 

these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, “Know, O king, 

that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or ordinance that 

the king establishes can be changed.” 

Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of 

lions. The king declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve 

continually, deliver you!” And a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the 

den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, 

that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. Then the king went to his 

palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep 

fled from him. 



Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. As he 

came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The 

king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, 

whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” Then 

Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! My God sent his angel and shut 

the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless 

before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.” Then the king 

was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. 

So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, 

because he had trusted in his God. And the king commanded, and those men 

who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the den of 

lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom 

of the den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 

Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in 

all the earth: “Peace be multiplied to you. I make a decree, that in all my royal 

dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the 

living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his 

dominion shall be to the end. He delivers and rescues; he works signs and 

wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the 

lions.” So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of 

Cyrus the Persian.” 

 

Introduction: Daniel Saved by Faith 

Do you ever wonder how you will respond if you are ever tested, severely tested 

in your faith in Christ? If you are faced with the loss of your life or that of your 

loved ones, will you have grace at that hour to remain faithful to Christ? I 

wonder that often. 

Jesus said famously, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have 

peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome 

the world.” (John 16:33). 

Paul speaks words of encouragement to the newly formed church at Lystra and 

Iconium we read, “strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to 

continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter 

the kingdom of God. (Acts 14:22). 

Then Paul said it was inevitable, “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in 

Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil people and impostors will go on from 

bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. (2 Timothy 3:12–13). 

We in America who are believers in Jesus Christ who have not experienced 

persecution are the historical anomaly. All believers across the globe for all time 

have experienced various levels of hatred and persecution for their faith in Jesus 

Christ.  

Why did God order the universe that way? Is it just because sinners exist in the 

world and they are bad and God can’t control them, or won’t and so he sits back 

in fatherly anxiety and watches bad people hurt his children? He is either 

powerless or unwilling to intervene? Is that it? No. God is fully in control and 



has good purposes in all that he does in the world, even though some of what he 

intends for his people includes momentary and light affliction.  

 

Persecution: How do I know? 

How do I know this? From the witness of all of Scripture, but specifically from 

Paul’s writing to the Corinthians, “So we do not lose heart. Though our outer 

self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light 

momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 

comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are 

unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen 

are eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:16–18). 

Momentary and light affliction works for us; it works for us by establishing for 

us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison. That means we are going 

to share in God’s glory, we are going to participate and enjoy and be part of his 

glory forever and there is no way to measure that here and now. 

 

Seasoned Believers 

If you look into any seasoned believer’s life; if you think about any Christian 

you know personally or have read about, who seems to have a layer of glory 

around them. They are bold in witness, or surprisingly kind, or remarkably 

patient, or wise beyond human means, or free in worship, or constantly joyful, 

or humble without knowing it, or fearless for Christ or some other glory is 

draped upon their lives, know this: somewhere along the line they suffered, they 

went through some unspeakable sorrow in their walk with Christ and it worked 

for them an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, that you can see 

right now. 

We are going to see that very glory in Daniel’s life, as we press into this chapter 

of Holy Scripture and we will further see how it got there. This will show us 

how it comes to us as well. The more we gaze on the glory of God in Christ, the 

more he transforms us from one degree of glory to another (2 Cor. 3:18). 

 

There is glory from Christ to be seen here in Daniel 6. 

 

The Story of the Den 

Daniel is in his late 80s or possibly 90 years of age. Darius the Mede is 

establishing his new kingdom in what used to be Babylon. He sets up 120 

mayors or satraps over districts of all the land. Three men, like governors, each 

bring reports from 40 of those mayors to the king. All this in an effort to 

decentralize power and keep a watch over the land and wealth the king has 

amassed. 

Daniel tells us that he has become one of those three governors, but in humility 

he tells us it is because an excellent spirit has been given to him (v.3). And 

further, the king planned to set Daniel over the whole kingdom! 

His jealous fellow governors try to find some flaw, some wrong-doing in 

Daniel’s leadership but they can find none for he is faithful in all he does. So 

they decide they must find his faith in God a crime (v.5). 



They come in agreement to king Darius and appeal to his sense of self-

aggrandizement and say, “Let a law be enforced that no one should pray to 

anyone but you for 30 days. Further if anyone is found praying to anyone but 

you let them be thrown in to the den of lions.” No law signed can be rescinded 

so the king signs the law. 

When Daniel hears of this law, he goes to his prayer closet high on his roof, and 

kneels toward Jerusalem, and as he has always done three times a day, he prays 

with thanksgiving to God. His accusers are watching, and in the act of praying 

they catch him and bring him before the king to accuse him. The king admits he 

signed the law and says it cannot be revoked. His accusers say, “He is Daniel, 

one of those exiles from Judah who prays three times a day to his God. (v.13).  

The king knows he’s been had. He tries to legally skirt this horrific law that 

forces him to sentence to death his good friend and most trusted advisor Daniel, 

but he cannot undo the law. He has to give the command to throw Daniel to the 

lions. 

As Daniel is lowered down into a massive underground den of lions, the king 

speaks a blessing over Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, 

deliver you!” (v.16). Then the king spends the night in anguish. Fasting, no 

diversions, no sleep, just wretched anguish, that he was tricked into signing the 

death warrant of his best friend. 

 

The Ordeal 
This is a test, not an execution. If it was an execution they would leave Daniel in 

the den until he starved or was eaten. But the king runs in the dawn of a new day 

and cries out in hope, ““O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, 

whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 

And he thrills to hear Daniel’s voice answer: “Then Daniel said to the king, “O 

king, live forever! My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they 

have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before 

you, O king, I have done no harm.” 

Daniel passed the test. The lions did not eat him, because the angel of God saved 

him. God judged Daniel blameless, and that means he has in no way wronged 

the king either. When he was brought up out of the den he was found to be 

without harm, because he had trusted in God (v.24). 

Then because he had been so publicly tricked and betrayed by Daniel’s false 

accusers, the King commanded that those accusers and their wives and children 

all be thrown into the large den of lions, and before their bodies hit the ground, 

the ferocious lions broke all their bones (v.24). 

Then King Darius makes this broad decree to his people (verses 26-27):  

 “Peace be multiplied to you. I make a decree, that in all my royal 

dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the 

living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his 

dominion shall be to the end. He delivers and rescues; he works signs and 

wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the 

lions.” 

 



Tests of Faith for Future Joy 

I think God wants to use this portion of Holy Scripture to glorify his name 

among us in this specific way: I think God wants to prepare us for future tests of 

faith for our present and future joy in Jesus Christ. That’s the main point of my 

message: God means to prepare us for future tests of faith for our present and 

future joy in Jesus Christ.  

I want to achieve that preparation by looking deeper at each of the characters in 

this account: Darius, Daniel, the Accusers and the Angel. 

 

I. Darius: God-fearing but Fragile Leader 

Darius is a good man, but weak in that he is duped by his own self-esteem. The 

Laws of Medes and Persians meant he was not an absolute monarch. He had to 

abide by the laws that he himself passed. This is generally good, but depends on 

the moral uprightness of lawmakers. We see the honorable character of Darius, 

but also because of flattery he is unwilling to refuse to sign a foolish law, which 

makes him the only person anyone can pray to for 30 days. This isn’t Darius 

becoming God, but Darius saying, I am the only way to God. Darius is tempted 

by flattery into blasphemy. By the way this is the same blasphemy that the 

Roman Catholic church has done with the Pope, calling him the vicar of Christ 

and the only way to God. 

Darius should have said, “Hey, I’m not the only way to God and hey, if you are 

all in agreement where is Daniel anyway?” 

Out of Darius’ life we can feel the Spirit press us to Romans 16:17–18, “I 

appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create 

obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For 

such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by 

smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive.”   

 

How many marriages would be spared? How many bad financial deals avoided? 

How many college students preserved in their child-hood faith, how many high-

school students preserved in their joy, how many demonic miseries averted, how 

many souls saved from falling away, if we all resolved to be unmoved by 

flattery and smooth talk meant to sever us from Christ? 

Consider the goodness of a man like Darius and yet how fragile and easily 

swayed he is. Learn from him and cling to Christ as the fiber in your tree; the 

steel in your spine, the very substance of your faith. 

 

II. Daniel: Humble, Faithful, Prayer in Persecution 

Notice how Darius is a direct contrast to Daniel. Where Darius is fragile blade 

of grass, Daniel is granite.  

How would you react if you were told you couldn’t pray to God in public or 

private for 30 days, or you would lose your life? 

Daniel, we have seen, ascends from a faithful teen, to advisor, to chief advisor to 

seasoned sage, to now governor and nearly second in command of the entire 

Medo-Persian kingdom. But he was a God-trusting, God-loving Jew. All this 

makes his contemporaries very jealous. 



Daniel’s Light Trial 

Daniel does not fret and call a meeting of all the Jews to wring their hands over 

what to do. He doesn’t throw himself into a spiritual fit; or act in a fear at all. He 

is humble, faithful, prayerful and thankful. Look at verse 10, “When Daniel 

knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had 

windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his 

knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had 

done previously.” 

No wrangling, no crisis, no anguish or fear marks his obedience. Quiet, rock-

solid contentment reigns in this 90 year old believer’s heart. For all who are not 

yet 90 in this room, take this as your life goal. Pursue till your dead, Daniel-like, 

steady, fearless, faithful prayer, with thanksgiving before God, even if it gets 

you killed by foolish liars. God will have the final say. Be an “Oak of 

righteousness” unmoved by the schemes and blustering of evil men. 

 

Isaiah 26:3–4, “You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, 

because he trusts in you. “Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD GOD is an 

everlasting rock.” 

 

Daniel Not the Hero 

Don’t make the mistake of thinking Daniel is the hero. He is not sinless. Like all 

of us he is a flawed sinner. He acknowledges that repeatedly in Daniel chapter 9. 

And we don’t see him boastfully taunting his accusers to come get him, but 

prayerfully making his petition before God. He knows he needs saving as much 

as any man.  

Daniel fixed his gaze upon God. He prayed three times a day: 9am, noon and 

3pm. He prayed with humility. He bowed to his knees. He prayed boldly; he was 

on his roof for anyone to see. He prayed truthfully: he turned according to the 

truth of God he knew from Jerusalem that would one day be restored to 

Jerusalem. And he prayed thankfully, even though his present circumstances 

seemed dire. 

You know that fear in you of praying in public? You know how you don’t come 

to prayer meeting because you don’t want to pray in front of other people? You 

know how in the normal patterns of your life you don’t even think of praying in 

public? That’s just pride. It’s just false humility, which is pride. Kick it out of 

your life like a bad dream. Pray boldly. Pray thankfully. Pray humbly. Pray 

regularly. Show your kids how to pray and pray with your grandkids. Pray with 

your friends in school and pray with your co-workers. Pray whenever you want 

to. It’s God’s world, not theirs. 

What’s the worst anyone can do? Throw you to the Lions. But the angel of God 

rules over the lions! God says, “Here kitty, kitty” and they all scamper to him 

and sit hanging on his every command. “Daniel is my friend. I want you to go 

over to him and cuddle around him and keep him warm till morning.  I’ll feed 

you a nice meal after that.” 

Through Christ, let Daniel’s life point you to steady, sturdy, durable faith in 

God. 



III. The Conspirators: Jealous Liars for Self-Advancement 

Third, the high officials, the governors, the close associates of Daniel hate him. 

And mean to betray him. They hated how he had God’s Holy Spirit upon him. 

They hated the favor God gave him with the king. They hated the wisdom that 

came out of his mouth. They hated the faithfulness with which he prayed. They 

hated his godliness, because they hated God. 

 

“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as 

serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to 

courts and flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before 

governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles. 

When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you 

are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is not 

you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will 

deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise 

against parents and have them put to death, and you will be hated by all for my 

name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” Our Lord Jesus 

speaking in Matthew 10:16-23. 

Jesus knows this intimately. He knows what Daniel went through, and what you 

have gone through and will go through. 

 

By “Agreement” 

Every time the passage says the officials “came by agreement” you should know 

that that word translated “agreement” can just as likely be translated “by 

conspiracy”  (Verse 6,7,11,15). Why do I think it means “by conspiracy” here? 

Because they didn’t consult Daniel as to any of their schemes or lies to the king. 

He was one of them, but they didn’t include him or have any agreement with 

him.  

Notice how they always act as if they are carrying out the law of the Medes and 

the Persians. They aren’t carrying out the law, they are violating the law by 

making a sham of it. All those who oppose God, will find themselves using the 

laws of God for purposes which violate God’s intent. There are two ways to 

break God’s law: one is to disobey it; the other is to pervert it and then pretend 

to obey the perversion. 

Legalists and Law-breakers sin with the exact same heart: they both hate God 

and God’s law. One breaks his law outright; the other cleverly twists God’s law 

to break it while appearing to uphold it. The law-breaker chops the tree of God’s 

word down to burn it. The legalist merely tears a budded branch off the tree and 

strips it of its buds and uses it as a switch to strike others. Both hate the tree. 

Both violate the tree. It’s just one is more clever than the other. 

Destruction is their sure end for both. Daniel’s accusers and all who oppose 

God’s gracious sovereignty are conspiring together to destroy God’s people. 

Some of the greatest betrayal in our lives comes from other Christians! But 

God’s promise is this: nothing is out of my control; for your good, for final 

justice for the unrepentant; and for my final glory. 



I don’t know what suffering or wrong or misunderstanding or betrayal or shame 

you’ve endured, but God does. And he says, “Fear not. That painful experience, 

I will make your servant, so that you will shine with greater glory in my 

kingdom, and even now.” 

 

Let this cauldron of law-defiling send you to Christ whose death and 

resurrection are the fulfillment of God’s law. Romans 10:4, “For Christ is the 

end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”  And again to the 

Galatians Paul writes, “So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in 

order that we might be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24). 

 

IV. The Angel of God 

The lions are not in control. The Angel of God is in sovereign control. The 

Angel stands in front of the lions and with a fierce look the lions cower and purr. 

And Daniel sits down and strokes their mane.  It’s a picture of exactly what 

Isaiah says will happen in the kingdom, “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and 

the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the 

fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6). 

 

The Angel is the Son 

The angel of God here is none other than the Son of God, the pre-incarnate 

Christ.  

 

Why do I believe that? Four reasons. 

 

A. God sent his angel (Dan. 6:22). The passage emphasizes that the angel 

is God’s. 

 

B. The very same vocabulary in 3:28 when God sent his angel to rescue 

Daniel’s three friends from the fiery furnace in which the Son of God walked 

with those three. 

 

C. The king’s poem of praise extols God for his deliverance and rescue of 

Daniel from the lions (verses 24-28). God saved and the Angel saved, therefore 

the Angel of God is God. 

 

D.  In Hebrews 11:33 the writer extols those of the Old Testament whose 

faith “stopped the mouths of lions” because their faith looked to Christ.  

 

Christ is present in Daniel’s life and ministry. 

 

Why is that so important to notice? First because the passage points to Christ, 

but second so that all the virtue of Daniel’s faith in Christ might be ours as well.  

We can’t imitate Daniel, by looking to Daniel. We imitate Daniel, by looking to 

Christ. 

 



Daniel prayed toward Jerusalem. He loved the presence of God in his glory and 

mercy. Jerusalem signals God’s covenant glory and sacrificial mercy. Jerusalem 

points forward to the final and perfect sacrifice of Christ in his death on the 

cross. 

 

Daniel Foreshadows Christ.  

If you look carefully at Daniel’s life experience here you can see just how 

closely his life foreshadows Christ.  

 

1. Daniel was falsely accused and Christ was falsely accused. 

 

2. Daniel’s righteousness was his only crime, and Christ’s righteousness 

his only crime. 

 

3. Daniel was arrested while he was in public prayer, Christ was arrested 

while in public prayer. 

 

4. Daniel conquered lions and Christ conquered Satan, the prowling lion. 

 

5. God used the conniving of the wicked to destroy the wicked in both 

Daniel’s betrayers and Christ’s betrayers. 

 

6. Daniel was buried down in the earth but God raised him up again, and 

Christ was buried down in the earth but God raised him up again. 

 

7. Daniel was raised from the earth at dawn; and Christ was raised at 

dawn. 

 

Why is it so important to see Christ revealed in Daniel’s example? Because 

sometimes the lions bite. Sometimes there isn’t an immediate rescue. Sometimes 

Christians ask for God’s deliverance from danger and he says, “I’ve got 

something better still.”  We don’t need an example of a clever man to help us 

side-step death; we need a Savior who has conquered death! We don’t need a 

religious leader who promises to avoid death; we need a Warrior King who 

makes death his servant! 

 

Christ went into the Angels Den and said to Satan the prowling lion, “So that 

you are forever defanged from ever harming my beloved ones; bite me. Devour 

me. Eat me alive. And then see how you fare. I will rise again to your 

destruction and to vindicate my Father’s glory. 

 

And Satan devours, every bone, every muscle, every heartbeat of Christ’s body. 

Jesus died on the cross. And for three days Satan won. Then, as if exploding out 

of the Lion’s belly, Christ rises and Satan lies defeated on the ground a mere 

pelt. And Christ uses him for a throw-rug; and his head for a footstool. Then he 



says to us who reign with him, come on relax, put your feet up on his head with 

me. 

 

Romans 16:19-20, “For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over 

you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 

The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ be with you.” 
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