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Daniel 7:1–14 

“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and 

visions of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream 

and told the sum of the matter. Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by 

night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great 

sea. And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one 

another. The first was like a lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I looked 

its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and 

made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to 

it. And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up 

on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was 

told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ After this I looked, and behold, another, 

like a leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had 

four heads, and dominion was given to it. After this I saw in the night 

visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and 

exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in 

pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It was different from all 

the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. I considered the 

horns, and behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one, 

before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And 

behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth 

speaking great things. 

 “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his 

seat; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure 

wool; his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. A stream 

of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand thousands 

served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the 

court sat in judgment, and the books were opened. 

 “I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was 

speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed 

and given over to be burned with fire. As for the rest of the beasts, their 

dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season 

and a time. 

 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there 

came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 

presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a 

kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 

kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.” 

 

 

 



Introduction: Daniel’s Magnum Opus 

 

Daniel 7 is the most important chapter in book of Daniel. This chapter is 

one of the most important chapters in the entire Old Testament. It fulfills 

and explains chapter 2 and the statue the King saw in his dream of gold, 

silver, bronze, iron and clay which was destroyed by one final rock 

which expanded to cover the earth. It also shifts in genre from narrative 

to apocalyptic. That means symbols and pictures and visions are used to 

communicate God’s plans. Why? Why apocalyptic style?  

Two big merciful answers: Apocalyptic exists so we can see reality from 

God’s perspective. It is like the heavens are opened and we are invited to 

go up into the heavens and see the past, the present and the future all at 

the same time looking down upon the events of the world. God wants us 

to see what he sees, and know what he knows, and find our rest in him 

that he is in control and all things will finally work together for good – 

no matter how much evil flows like lava destroying good things in its 

path – God says, I am forging a new land, with every eruption.  

 

Second, Apocalyptic passages of Scripture help us see that God and his 

Word are timeless. Many different nations at many different times can 

apply these truths to their own lives. God’s love and truth are not bound 

by one people, in one place at one time. It is for all peoples, everywhere, 

always!  Apocalyptic uses symbols and pictures and fantastic events so 

everyone can see the big truths of God.  Details are not important. They 

become clear to us on a need to know basis. Where our faith rests is in 

God’s character, and plan and power to carry it out against all odds. 

 

Daniel 7 Summarized 

Here is what happens in Daniel 7 as a summary: God will expose, judge 

and replace all evil in the world with the good authority of the Son of 

Man, His Son Jesus Christ. That’s what happens in the first half of 

Daniel 7. God exposes, judges and replaces all evil in the world – in 

Daniel’s dream. But Daniel’s dream is a prophecy of what actually 

happens in history and will happen in the future. Since everything in 

world history past perfectly unfolds according to this dream, we do well 

to understand this dream as best as God means for us to understand it. 

Because this chapter is too important and full of great truth for us, I will 

only attempt to explain the first half today and the second half next 

Sunday. Today we see something of Daniel’s vision; next week we hear 

something of its interpretation. 

 

 



Three Troubling Questions 

In the Israelite people, Daniel’s beloved Jewish exiles, three big 

questions define them and constantly need answers. 

 

 1. First, why did Israel fall into exile? 

 

Answer: They know the answer: to purify them in righteousness. 

They know how their parents were unfaithful and how God released 

them into the hands of the king of Babylon. But for so long? 70 years? 

What great and vast purposes might God have for this heart-breaking 

exile? Daniel 7 provides a clear yet stunning answer: God isn’t just 

dealing with Jews for the rest of human history; he will be winning a 

people from the whole world!  

Daniel 7 shows God’s reign and work and salvation extend beyond the 

Jews to include the Gentiles. Daniel 7 is a global vision. The Jews in 

Babylon and Medo-Persia are the basis of God’s drawing some from 

those nations to his Son (Mt. 3). God will introduce what scholars call 

“the times of the Gentiles” with the Book of Daniel, and especially this 

chapter. God will not be worshipped by just Jewish believers, but by 

believers from every tribe tongue and nation (Dan. 7:14). 

This should cause great joy to well up in your heart that Gentile though 

we are, God ordered all history so that we would be his beloved people 

by faith in His Son. 

 

 2. Second, the Jews were also pondering, how did Daniel fare so 

well in such hellish settings? Belshezzar, Nebuchadnezzar, lions, fiery 

furnaces, treacherous leaders and yet Daniel is faithful, strong, kind, 

patient, good and wise. How did he do it? 

  

Answer: Daniel was given a gloriously high and holy vision of 

God, God’s plan and the unique, foretaste of God’s Son, the ruler of all 

things, called the Son of Man. Daniel saw Christ. The answer to 

overcoming the trouble this world throws at us is a constant, steady, 

clear, accurate vision of King Jesus in front of our eyes. Christ is all! 

 

 3. Third, the Jews were aching to know: what in Heaven is God 

up to in the world? Is he aware of Babylon and these other nations? Does 

he know how they blaspheme, mock and revile him? Does he care? What 

in heaven is God up to in the world? 

  

Answer: God permits evil on the earth for a limited time to bring 

about maximum glory to the Son of Man, the Lord Jesus Christ and his 



eternal kingdom. God is not the author of evil. But God ordains that evil 

be, in order to serve as the black velvet background to the stunning 

diamond of His Son, the Son of Man. 

 

So What of Daniel 7 for Us? 

 

So what is God doing here at the Landing through Daniel 7? Here’s the 

main point I want to plant in your soul from Daniel 7: Evil is far worse 

than you ever dreamed; and Christ is far greater than you ever imagined. 

If you see this, you will find your soul resting in God and your life 

supercharged to serve Christ on the earth. Simultaneously this vision of 

Christ quiets your soul and recharges your life. Your only problem is 

which hymn to sing first: “It is Well with My Soul” or “Lift High the 

Name of Jesus” Both are true.  

 

The Prequel 
Look at verse 1, “In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel 

saw a dream and visions of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote 

down the dream and told the sum of the matter.” 

 

The setting is back in time from Daniel 6. It is under king Belshezzar. 

Remember he was the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar and the son of 

Nabonidus. He was not the official king, but reigned over Babylon while 

his father was in seclusion. Belshezzar was an evil king, and hated by his 

people. The people of Israel are in even more danger from this wicked 

ruler.  

And yet Daniel, an aged prophet in his early 70s is strong, faithful, 

praying daily toward Jerusalem, filled with the Spirit of God and of 

wisdom and resting in faith that the promises of God will come to pass.  

And God gives him a dream. God has spoken to many prophets in 

dreams throughout Scripture. In fact the time we are in now is a time of 

dreams and visions. How do we know? Because Acts 2 which describes 

the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit on all nations and the launch of the 

world wide church says that in this time, anyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord might be saved” (Acts 2:21).  

And that same passage describes these days this way: 

 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour 

out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 

prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 

dream dreams; even on my male servants and female servants in those 

days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.” 

 



And the purpose of all those dreams, visions, prophesies is evangelistic. 

God means for his Spirit to empower his people to win the lost and 

enlarge their number, till the full number of the Gentiles comes in.  

Evangelism without the power of the Holy Spirit is mere religious 

manipulation. 

 

I. The Four-Beast Vision (vs. 2-8) 

Look with me to the content of Daniel’s dream: “Daniel declared, “I 

saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were 

stirring up the great sea. And four great beasts came up out of the sea, 

different from one another.” So this is the worst possible scenario: all 

four winds blowing at the same time, roiling the sea, which represented 

chaos to the ancient mind, and now out of this chaotic storm arise four 

grotesque beasts.  

 

The Lion 

The first was like a lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I looked its wings 

were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand 

on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it.” This 

likely symbolizes Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar come to mind, but many 

nations could be in view. 

 

The Bear 

And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on 

one side. It had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, 

‘Arise, devour much flesh.’  The Medo-Persian nation clearly is in view, 

with their ravenous devouring of all nations in their path. Few 

governments have been more blood-thirsty than the Medes and Persians. 

The Leopard  

After this I looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, with four wings 

of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and dominion was 

given to it.” Here is the Greek government under Alexander the Great. 

He was swift like a winged leopard in taking over massive swaths of the 

earth with his great army. 

 

The Fourth Beast 

After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying 

and dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured 

and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet. It was 

different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.” 

This is probably Rome. Grotesque and indescribable in it’s evil. Iron 



teeth, stamping on its victims, ten horns probably means ten different 

leaders in the vast empire. We can’t help but see Rome here. 

 

The Little Horn 

I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another 

horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up 

by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, 

and a mouth speaking great things.”  It is not easy to determine this little 

horn. It is a person speaking arrogance against God: Antiochus 

Epiphanes, Nero, someone else? I am not sure. What I am sure of is this 

person’s arrogance, along with all the other beasts, will be judged with 

final fire. 

 

God sees the world as ravenous, deadly, blood-thirsty, ruthless beasts. 

Nebuchadnezzar became a beast because of his sin. Sin and evil cause 

the worst of humanity to appear. Our sin is hideous to God. Corporate, 

national, military sin is unspeakably evil to God’s holy eyes. We call 

them heroes, we name our streets and schools after them, we sing songs, 

and write books and make movies about them and we name our children 

after them. We build monuments and erect cities to honor our corporate, 

national and celebrity leaders. To us they are powerful and wealthy and 

royal.  

 

But go sit next to the throne of God and rip the roof off of this world and 

look down at it from his chair and you will say with him,  

 “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands;  no one 

seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become 

worthless; no one does good, not even one. Their throat is an open 

grave; they use their tongues to deceive. The venom of asps is under their 

lips. Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness. Their feet are swift to 

shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they 

have not known. There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Romans 

3:10-18). 

 

II. The Court of God’s Judgment (vs 9-12) 

 “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his 

seat; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure 

wool; his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. A stream 

of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand thousands 

served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the 

court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.” 



The scene immediately shifts. In Daniel’s vision, he is now in heaven’s 

courtroom. Thrones are set up and God takes his seat: he is called the 

Ancient of Days. His clothing is white which means holy or pure. His 

head is pure wool which means wise. His throne was fire and wheels 

under it and they were burning. 

Imagine the white clad, white haired Ancient of days high on a throne of 

fire. Countless flaming wheels spinning beneath him, like a 24 turbine jet 

engines in full afterburner sending thrust in all directions suspending his 

throne. Then in front of him books recording the deeds of the world were 

opened in front of him and every private and public word, thought, 

emotion and deed are displayed. 

  

Judgment Falls 

 “I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was 

speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed 

and given over to be burned with fire. As for the rest of the beasts, their 

dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season 

and a time.” 

Rome I believe is this fourth, 10-headed beast, and here it is killed and 

burned with fire. This happened just following the time of Christ in 64 

A.D. Dominion is taken from the other nations, and given to Christ, but 

those nations are allowed to continue, as their descendants do till this 

day. All this occurs for the preaching of the gospel of the Kingdom of the 

Son of Man. 

Listen to how Revelation pictures this judgment seat of God, 

 

All those around the throne are saying, 

 “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who 

was, for you have taken your great power and begun to reign.  The 

nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be 

judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and 

those who fear your name, both small and great, and for destroying the 

destroyers of the earth.” (Rev. 11:17-18). 

God exposes, judges and now replaces the evil authority of the nations. 

We will forever thank God for this in heaven, and those who see it give 

thanks now. 

 

III. The Son of Man Receives Dominion (vs. 13-14) 

 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there 

came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 

presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a 

kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 



dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 

kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.” 

 

Who is the Son of Man? 
This is a prophesy of the Lord Jesus Christ. Who is Daniel seeing in his 

vision? He is seeing the son of man who is Christ. In the New Testament, 

over 50 times Christ describes himself as the Son of Man. No one else 

describes him that way. They cannot make this lofty designation. Only 

God can call himself God and man. 

Son of Man refers to Christ’s humanity. Christ is the perfect Adam, 

fulfilling what Adam failed to do. That is to rule with God’s dominion all 

over the earth. Christ is also our representative before God. All humanity 

comes to God in Christ. Also, Jesus Christ was born of a woman, Mary, 

and so he is fully Son of Man. 

Son of Man also means he is deity. The phrase refers to his deity because 

it associates him with this God/man person in Daniel 7 and elsewhere in 

the Old Testament (Ezekiel). 

Here in verse 13, This Son of Man comes first to the presence of God, 

the Ancient of Days. This coming is the arrival of Christ into heaven on 

the clouds after he left the earth (Acts 1:9). 

 

Present to Reign 

Why is the Son of Man coming before God? The answer is verse 14 is 

that the Son of Man is receiving all authority: “And to him was given 

dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 

languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be 

destroyed.” 

 

Christ is present before God to receive the kingdoms of the world over 

which to reign. He comes to the presence of God in clouds, because 

clouds signal God’s glory and deity. 

 

Jesus responded to his accusers the night before he was crucified, when 

the High Priest interrogated him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us 

if you are the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus said to him, “You have said 

so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the 

right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Matthew 

26:63-64). His Jewish leaders knew exactly what he was claiming. He 

was claiming to be God’s only begotten Son, and therefore the Son of 

Man who would rule the world, including them all the nations forever! 

So in their hate-filled unbelief they cried, “Blasphemy!” 



What Qualifies the Son of Man to Reign? 

What qualifies the Son of Man to receive authority? Answer comes from 

Hebrews 1:3-4,”He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 

imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his 

power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty on high, [4] having become as much superior to angels as 

the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” 

Do you remember the famous conversation Jesus had with his disciples 

just before he entered Jerusalem for his final week on earth? They asked 

him a very selfish question: “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and 

one at your left, in your glory.”  They got it. Jesus their teacher is really 

God’s Messiah, the Son of Man in Daniel 7. He is coming into his 

kingdom, can we be right up there with him? 

Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able 

to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with 

which I am baptized?” And they said to him, “We are able.” They are 

fools to think they could ever suffer for sins as Jesus will by absorbing 

all God’s wrath in his body. 

And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the 

baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my 

right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom 

it has been prepared.” when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant 

at James and John. And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You 

know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 

them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.” Like lions, 

bears, leopards and beasts. 

But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you 

must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be 

slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:37-45). 

 

Christ is the Son of Man who suffers for his people. As the Son of Man, 

he rules by giving his life as a ransom for many. When Jesus hung on the 

cross, no one should doubt who ruled the universe at that moment: it was 

him! 

 

Revelation pictures this same event in Revelation 11:15, “Then the 

seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 

saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord 

and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”  

 

 



Conclusion: Bow, Rest and Recharge 

 

Evil is far worse than you ever dreamed; and Christ is far greater than 

you ever imagined.  

 

1. Bow the knee in glad allegiance to King Jesus. 

 

2. Let your soul rest in rightful dominion of the earth. 

 

3. Let your life be supercharged to serve Christ and spread his fame on 

the earth.  
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