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Daniel 9:1-19 

“In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, 

who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans—in the first year of 

his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, 

according to the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass 

before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. 

Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas 

for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. I prayed to the LORD my 

God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, 

who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep 

his commandments, we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly 

and rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and rules. We have 

not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our 

kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. To 

you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, 

to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, 

those who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands to which 

you have driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed 

against you. To us, O LORD, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our 

princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against you. To the 

Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled 

against him and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by 

walking in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. 

All Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey 

your voice. And the curse and oath that are written in the Law of Moses 

the servant of God have been poured out upon us, because we have 

sinned against him. He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against 

us and against our rulers who ruled us, by bringing upon us a great 

calamity. For under the whole heaven there has not been done anything 

like what has been done against Jerusalem. As it is written in the Law of 

Moses, all this calamity has come upon us; yet we have not entreated the 

favor of the LORD our God, turning from our iniquities and gaining 

insight by your truth. Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity 

and has brought it upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in all the 

works that he has done, and we have not obeyed his voice. And now, O 

Lord our God, who brought your people out of the land of Egypt with a 

mighty hand, and have made a name for yourself, as at this day, we have 

sinned, we have done wickedly. “O Lord, according to all your righteous 

acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your city Jerusalem, 

your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, 

Jerusalem and your people have become a byword among all who are 

around us. Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your 



servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, make 

your face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is desolate. O my God, 

incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our desolations, and 

the city that is called by your name. For we do not present our pleas 

before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great 

mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. 

Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, because your city and your 

people are called by your name.”  

Introduction: Daniel’s High View of God 

The climax of Daniel’s prophetic message to God’s people comes in 

chapter 9, so say some interpreters with whom I agree. Here we see God 

is faithful, merciful, sovereign and just. By contrast God is far better, and 

in fact, infinitely better than all the false gods of the nations. God had not 

forgotten his people; God had not withdrawn or turned his face from 

them. No, in Daniel, and his three friends and the faithful Israelites, God 

was showing himself present, strong, sovereign and kind to Israel and to 

Babylon and to the whole world.  Through tests, through fire, through 

dangerous animals and far more dangerous humans; God is present, by 

the person of the Son of Man, the pre-incarnate Jesus Christ to comfort, 

protect, defend and heal, and grant authority – all through the Book of 

Daniel and all through Israel’s exile. 

 

The Setting (v.1) 

“In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who 

was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans…” 

What happened already in this year 539 B.C. the first year of Darius? 

Daniel was thrown into the angel’s den, by jealous traitors and by a 

duped Darius.  Do you remember why he was thrown into the angel’s 

den of lions? Because he prayed to God. Three times a day he prayed, 

now his prayer was an act of godly, but civil disobedience according to a 

wicked man-made law. Daniel is hated by his opponents. He does not 

trust in the skill, power or wisdom of his friend, Darius, the incompetent 

human King. His confidence is God. 

But there is the great sorrow of Daniel’s heart. He knows that his being 

in Babylon, now run by the Medes and Persians, means he and his people 

have grieved God by their sin. So to God Daniel turns. Not to political 

scheming, not to organization or social engineering, not to manipulating 

human relationships, or exerting his leadership capital, but he gives 

himself to prayer. 

 

 

 



The Books (v.2) 

At the fall of Babylon, in the brand new reign of the Medes and Persians, 

Daniel seeks God. Look at how he does it in verse 2, “… in the first year 

of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, 

according to the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass 

before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.” 

Daniel’s prayers are rooted in the Bible. He knew Jeremiah and the other 

prophets. He knew Deuteronomy and covenant of love and mercy God 

had made with Israel centuries before. He knew well the prophecies that 

are now being fulfilled in his life. 

For instance, listen to Zechariah 1:12, “Then the angel of the LORD said, 

‘O LORD of hosts, how long will you have no mercy on Jerusalem and 

the cities of Judah, against which you have been angry these seventy 

years?’” 

Jeremiah 25:8–12, “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: Because you 

have not obeyed my words, behold, I will send for all the tribes of the 

north, declares the LORD, and for Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, 

my servant, and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants, 

and against all these surrounding nations. I will devote them to 

destruction, and make them a horror, a hissing, and an everlasting 

desolation. Moreover, I will banish from them the voice of mirth and the 

voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, 

the grinding of the millstones and the light of the lamp.  This whole land 

shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve the king of 

Babylon seventy years.  Then after seventy years are completed, I will 

punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for 

their iniquity, declares the LORD, making the land an everlasting waste.” 

 

Jeremiah 29:10-14 

“For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for 

Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring 

you back to this place.  For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 

LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 

hope.  Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will 

hear you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your 

heart.  I will be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your 

fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I 

have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the 

place from which I sent you into exile.” 

 

 

 



Seventy Years 

You notice in Daniel 9, verse 2, that from these passages Daniel learns 

that God’s design for Israel is that their exile would last 70 years. I will 

say more about this next week; because it is a taken up again in the 

second half of the chapter. But for now notice this: 70 is the number for 

perfection. Multiply Seven the number of perfection, times 10 the 

number of fullness. And you get 70 years of exile – purification; 

discipline; not proving God is condemning Israel; but proving God is 

maturing Israel to become holy as he is holy.   

Seventy years is the number of perfect purification for God’s people. Did 

you notice the effect the seventy years has on Daniel? Instead of leaving 

him listless and passive; it energizes his prayer life. God has the outcome 

of the universe planned. The future is present to God. But he has also 

ordained how the future will come: it comes by prayer. He rules over the 

means as well as the ends. It isn’t God’s sovereignty which voids prayer 

of its urgency; its our unbelief. 

 

What Creates Authentic Prayer? 

Out of Daniel’s observing the fall of Babylon, the new King Darius, and 

his own reading of Scripture what does Daniel do? Look at verse 3, 

“Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas 

for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes.” What creates mighty 

prevailing prayer to borrow a phrase from the great book by Wesley 

Duewel.
1
  The focus is never upon ourselves. Nor is it upon our enemies. 

It’s not even upon our circumstances and as horrific as they may be. Our 

focus must always be upon God himself. The more we centered on God, 

the more authentic, powerful and effectual will be our praying. 

Daniel reads the Word of God daily. He prays daily. The Scriptures 

inform and define his prayers. He looks with a clear eye at all that is 

happening around him and that leads to radical, desperate, blood-earnest 

prayer.  If you are not zealous in your prayer life you are not paying 

attention to God; to His Word; to your need; and to the world around 

you. 

 

Daniel Reveals God’s Three-fold Righteousness 

Daniel’s focus is not on prayer, but on God! Daniel is not merely our 

example in prayer; more importantly he is the Hubble telescope through 

which we look to see the greatness of the glory of God. Look at Daniel’s 

prayer life; and emulate it. But not so that you might become Daniel-like; 

                                                      
1 Duewel, Wesley, “Mighty Prevailing Prayer,” Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2013. 



but so that you might become Christ-like. Like Daniel, fix your eyes on 

God, and seek to know him fully and deeply. 

What we see of God in this prayer is three aspects of God’s 

righteousness. God is righteous. That means He always desires and does 

what is right. But there are three directions God’s righteousness propels 

him. And each of those three directions impacts us powerfully. And 

together these three directions of God’s righteousness are the best 

possible news for all humanity, including us; because they are the gospel 

of our salvation.  

 

God’s Great Name Approached with Confession (v.4-10) 

First we approach God’s glory with confession; because His 

righteousness exposes our shame. Look at verse 4 and following:  

 

“I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, 

the great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with 

those who love him and keep his commandments, we have sinned and 

done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your 

commandments and rules. We have not listened to your servants the 

prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our 

fathers, and to all the people of the land. To you, O Lord, belongs 

righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to the men of Judah, 

to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and 

those who are far away, in all the lands to which you have driven them, 

because of the treachery that they have committed against you. To us, O 

LORD, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our princes, and to our 

fathers, because we have sinned against you. To the Lord our God 

belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him and 

have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by walking in his laws, 

which he set before us by his servants the prophets.” 

 

Prayer must always begin with a high and accurate view of God and 

therefore an equally truthful and low view of our sinfulness. 

 

Israel had broken God’s covenant. Though God was patient and sent 

prophets to turn them back and ordered all their national events to bring 

them to trust in him, still they sinned against him. They worshipped 

idols. They committed sexual sin. They were cruel to one another; they 

were deceptive or thieving and covetous. In fact, they violated all ten 

commandments. 

 

 



Sin Blinds 

But there is something about sin that makes the sinner blind. Sin brings 

its own insanity. And the sinner will always blame someone else – most 

often God. Israel went into captivity thinking God had been unfaithful to 

his promises in the covenant; when it was they who were unfaithful. God 

is, has been and shall be always faithful. 

God may have you in your own personal exile. You feel rejected, 

dishonored, ignored, marginalized, misunderstood, offended. Or worse: 

you are in the worst possibly exile, the exile of your own rebellious 

pride. You like your exile. You’ve put velvet on your chains and call 

your poison a delight. The miracle of the new birth must happen to you 

from outside of you. God must give you a heart to seek him. 

God comes to you through this prayer and with mercy and forgiveness he 

will receive your confession. He will not harden his heart; or destroy 

you; but he will forgive you. He will have mercy on you and on me.  

This is what makes God great. This is what makes God good. He freely 

bestows mercy and forgiveness on whomever he wills. He has no 

standard above him that he must submit to. He is God and there is none 

besides him.  

He will always do right (v.7) God’s righteousness consists in his always 

doing right by those in his covenant. He always keeps his promises. 

 

Confusion of Face 

But to us belongs ‘confusion of face.’ Which is the literal translation for 

the Hebrew word ֶׁשת ִ֖ים ּב ֹ֥ ַהָּפנ   translated by the ESV as “open shame.” It 

means we cannot hide on our face the storm of moral conflict within our 

souls. 

This is why there are no windows on bars and lounges. This is why we 

wear masks of all kinds; and why we hide our sin in a thousand un-clever 

ways. We put on airs with some people and take off the gloves with 

others. We can’t bear to be seen in our sin; because God’s image within 

us hates the moral repugnancy of sin; but the flesh in us loves the sin and 

the darkness; more than we love God. 

This is what Daniel is confessing; and what godly men and woman 

confess to God all the time. It’s so freeing to tell the truth about who God 

is and who we are before him. 

Tell him he is righteous and admit you are not. Let the fresh breeze of 

truth cool and heal your parched and arid soul. 

God’s righteousness is like a million-lumen floodlight that exposes the 

caverns of sin in the depths of our soul. And he does so to forgive. 

Because in righteousness he always keeps his promises. 

 



II. God’s Great Name Makes Calamity Our Servant (v.11-14) 

Let’s keep reading. Now we must see a shift of voice. No longer is 

Daniel addressing God directly. Now he shifts to talk about God to the 

people of Israel. He moves from prayer to prophecy. This is powerful. 

We see something fresh about God’s righteousness that blows us away. 

 

Look at verses 11-14, “All Israel has transgressed your law and turned 

aside, refusing to obey your voice. And the curse and oath that are 

written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out 

upon us, because we have sinned against him. He has confirmed his 

words, which he spoke against us and against our rulers who ruled us, 

by bringing upon us a great calamity. For under the whole heaven there 

has not been done anything like what has been done against Jerusalem. 

As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has come upon us; 

yet we have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, turning from 

our iniquities and gaining insight by your truth. Therefore the LORD has 

kept ready the calamity and has brought it upon us, for the LORD our 

God is righteous in all the works that he has done, and we have not 

obeyed his voice.” 

 

Do you see that? The Lord has kept ready the calamity of exile and 

brought it upon us, FOR the Lord our God is righteous in all the works 

he has done and we have not obeyed his voice.  He holds calamity 

because he is righteous. God is righteous to hold calamity and use it for 

our good. That’s his righteousness. He doesn’t just keep his covenant 

promises; he is right to discipline us when we don’t keep his covenant 

promises.  

 

God Wills Suffering for His People - Briefly 

You can see this so clearly in the New Testament from 1 Peter 3:13–17. 

Here Peter is helping his readers do good in the face of various kinds of 

persecutions by evil persons. Listen to what he tells us about God when 

we are suffering for doing good. 

“Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But 

even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. 

Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ 

the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 

who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 

gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are 

slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 

shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's 

will, than for doing evil.” 



God’s will, God’s righteous will, sometimes means we suffer for doing 

the right thing. And surely sometimes it means we experience calamity 

that he has kept ready when we have done wrong.  

 

God Never Punishes Same Sin Twice 

What does this mean? It means when suffering comes, You don’t ever 

have to think God is asleep and evil reigns. Nor do you have to think 

God is punishing you or condemning you. If you are in Christ he is doing 

neither. Why? Because he is righteous. For God to be righteous means he 

never punishes the same sin twice. If he already punished Christ for your 

sin, dying in your place, than he is not able to punish you ever again. It’s 

done. The sin and guilt and wrath are gone. Gone forever. How good for 

your soul it is to meditate on his righteousness. 

What then? We repent, our enemies are shamed, and we become more 

like Jesus Christ. 

God’s righteousness keeps his promises, and it means he is right to use 

suffering to purify us. 

 

III. God’s Great Name the Ground of Our Plea (v.15-19) 

Third, Daniel reveals that God’s righteousness upholds the greatness of 

his name. God’s righteous aims at fulfilling his promises, at purifying 

our souls and at praising His name. 

 

Look at verses 15-19, “And now, O Lord our God, who brought your 

people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a 

name for yourself, as at this day, we have sinned, we have done wickedly. 

“O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your 

wrath turn away from your city Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for 

our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people 

have become a byword among all who are around us. Now therefore, O 

our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for mercy, 

and for your own sake, O Lord, make your face to shine upon your 

sanctuary, which is desolate. O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open 

your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that is called by your 

name. For we do not present our pleas before you because of our 

righteousness, but because of your great mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord, 

forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O 

my God, because your city and your people are called by your name.”  

 

God’s righteousness consists in his doing right by the worth of his name. 

Another way to say it is this: God does all he does for His own glory. 

Does that make him conceited? Does that make him a megalomaniac? 



No. It makes him God. He would be an idolater if he pursued the glory of 

anyone or anything else. 

God’s love consists in him giving us the very best thing: himself! And by 

receiving him, we glorify him.  

Why is this such good news; in fact the best possible news we could 

hear? Because if God is most glorified by people seeing and enjoying 

and worshipping his glory; then putting us all in hell doesn’t give him 

maximal glory! We can’t fully glorify wonders of love there. God has 

mercy on us so that we will enjoy and trust and savor him and thus bring 

him glory. He gets more glory by people loving him rather than hating 

him. God is the best being among all. Love means giving us the best of 

all; therefore God’s love must give us himself! And so God is right to 

glorify himself! 

We do something similar. What if a husband said to his wife: you only 

get a small piece of me. My friends, my boss and my family get the rest 

of me. So be happy with the little part of me you get. Is that wife 

satisfied? No. Is that husband glorious? No. He is a miser. He acts like he 

is a pie that is only so big and he doesn’t want to run out. But God says, 

“I am like a fountain! I never run out. I have infinitely increasing joy for 

all who come to me. Come drink deep and be satisfied. You get the joy 

of knowing me; and I get the glory of being known by you! 

God keeps his covenants. God pursues our purity. God glorifies his 

name. All three of these are his righteousness. And those truths comprise 

the best possible universe we could ever imagine. As certain as God is 

committed to his name; that’s how certain he is to forgive and purify all 

who call upon His name. 

 

Application: Owning Our Sin is Only Safe Because of Christ 

 

When you encounter a profoundly powerful passage of Scripture like 

this: your temptation might be to think of many others who need to 

understand this. But God has not given it to others. He has given it to 

you. 

How do we know we cannot just apply this prayer to others? Daniel 

owned this prayer to himself the whole way through; we must do the 

same. 

Daniel never personally committed any of the sins that he is confessing. 

He was a young man when he was exiled, and lived in godliness and 

righteous wisdom all his life in Babylon. But did you notice how many 

times he identified himself with sinful Israel. He never once blamed 

them; but took upon himself their sin to bring it to God in holy 

intercession.  



Take this prayer to your own heart. Who do you love so much that when 

they sin; you confess it to God with them? Here is a father so grieved 

when his son sins, he owns his son’s sin in his prayer. Here is a spouse so 

grieved by their husband’s or wife’s sin, that when they pray, they 

confess it as their own. Here is a pastor so loving his congregation that 

far from complaining about their sin; owns it to himself before God. 

 

All this is beautiful because it is owing to and finds its highest expression 

in Jesus Christ. Not just when he prayed in the garden of Gethsemene, 

nor in his high priestly prayer (John 17). But I have in mind when he 

hung on the cross, he was interceding for his before the Father, by taking 

upon himself our sins, one who had never committed any sin; not even a 

sinful thought. II Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake he made him to be sin 

who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God.” 

 

Romans 8:3, “For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 

could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and 

for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,” (See also Gal. 3:13). 

 

Now ever since he ascended with his earthly body into heaven and sits 

and the Father’s right hand, Christ intercedes for us on the warrant of his 

scars. His wounds are my guarantee that God hears, forgives, restores 

and blesses. 

Daniel’s sacrificial prayer mirrors that of Jesus Christ, in its 

immeasurably great love for the guilty ones with whom he is united. So 

also, our prayers will not seek to blame others; or bring condemnation 

upon others; or engage in defending ourselves. No our prayers will 

confess our sin fully; celebrate God’s forgiving mercy freely; and appeal 

to the glory of his name fearlessly. 

 

Because of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are free to admit with 

author Tim Keller, “You are more sinful that you could dare imagine and 

you are more loved and accepted than you could ever dare hope.” 
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