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Daniel 9:20-27 

“While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my 

people Israel, and presenting my plea before the LORD my God for the 

holy hill of my God, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, 

whom I had seen in the vision at the first, came to me in swift flight at the 

time of the evening sacrifice. He made me understand, speaking with me 

and saying, “O Daniel, I have now come out to give you insight and 

understanding. At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, 

and I have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved. Therefore 

consider the word and understand the vision. 

 “Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to 

finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to 

bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and 

to anoint a most holy place. Know therefore and understand that from 

the going out of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of 

an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two 

weeks it shall be built again with squares and moat, but in a troubled 

time. And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and 

shall have nothing. And the people of the prince who is to come shall 

destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to 

the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed. And he shall make a 

strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he 

shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of 

abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end 

is poured out on the desolator.”  

 

 

Introduction: The Jubilee 

 

Daniel sees the 70-year prophecy and repents in prayer for its near 

fulfillment. He makes as his central request of God to restore his glory to 

Jerusalem in verse 17, “Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of 

your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, 

make your face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is desolate.” He 

knew God had promised he would restore Jerusalem to receive his glory; 

therefore Daniel asked God to do what he knew God was planning. 

This isn’t a peek into one godly man’s personal prayer life. This isn’t 

merely spiritual biography or even a devotional lesson on prayer. This is 

Daniel being praying in the entire future all the way till the coming of the 

final kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. Its as if Daniel’s one sentence 

prayer is the single flutter of a hummingbird wing which alters the air 

pressure which triggers a weather shift which thaws the ice-age of sin 



and unbelief and brings in the dawn of an eternal spiritual springtime on 

the earth.  

 

That eternal spiritual springtime on the earth is called the kingdom to 

come. It is not merely the fulfillment of all the dreams and visions Daniel 

has had in this book; it is also the fulfillment of the ancient hope God 

gave to the Israelites known as the Jubilee.  

Daniel read in Scripture of the prophecy that Israel would be in exile for 

70 years (v. (v.2). Then he bows to pray. The moment he begins to exalt 

God, confess his sin and ask God to restore his glory to Jerusalem, The 

Angel who stands in the presence of God, Gabriel flies to Daniel’s side at 

the Christ-exalting hour for two purposes: first, to remind Daniel of 

God’s love for him; and second to unfold the future plan of God to fulfill 

his word, preserve his people and glory his Son. 

Gabriel doesn’t just explain seventy years; he tells Daniel of seventy 

times seven! 

 

The Jubilee 

 

When a Jewish person heard of seventy sevens they would immediately 

think of the promise of God for a season of Jubilee. From Leviticus 26 

we recognize that after seven sevens of years, or 49 years the land would 

lie fallow, all debt would be erased, criminals would be set free and all 

families reunite. For a year there would be joy and healing, peace and 

prosperity from the hand of God. It is the same concept of rest on the 

Sabbath, which proclaims that God provides all things every day of the 

week and by observing his holiday of rest, we learn to trust in him. 

What Daniel will hear from Gabriel is an interpretation of the future that 

explains that there is a seventy-sevens coming and it is the final and 

complete Jubilee that Israel never knew. It will be the small, but 

powerful kingdom that destroys all other kingdoms and grows to cover 

the earth. It will be the Son of Man who judges the little horn who is the 

anti-Christ; and all who join him and act according to his greedy ways. It 

will usher in a final redemption that cannot be shaken. A joy that can 

never be hindered, but only grow. A peace that stands secure. 

 

Jesus is the Jubilee to Come 

 

That is the final Jubilee to come. And it only comes through God’s Son, 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus when he began his ministry took up the 61
st
 

chapter of Isaiah referring to this time of Jubilee and he read it. Listen,  



 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to 

the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 

who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” And he 

rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 

the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say 

to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 

4:18–21). 

 

What is he saying? He is saying, I am the Son of God, and by the Spirit 

of God upon me, I am the Jubilee you’ve been waiting for. In me you 

find forgiveness, rest, peace and freedom. 

The two-fold message of Gabriel to Daniel, and the Spirit to us is this: 

God’s love for Daniel and his people is the greatest force in the universe 

and second,  

 

I. God’s Love is the Greatest Power in the Universe (vs. 20-23) 

 

God’s love is the greatest power in the universe because it alone has the 

power to overcome the strongest barriers that divide us from him. What 

chiefly divides us from him is our sin. Daniel knew that and felt that 

deeply. We can hear it in his achingly beautiful prayer confessing sin. 

Listen carefully to see what happened while Daniel was praying. Picture 

the scene. He is praying on his room, all day long, when it was made a 

crime to pray to anyone but the king, according to the scheming, 

betrayers in the government. So Daniel goes to prayer. Five glorious 

spiritual events were triggered the moment Daniel began to pray. See if 

you can catch them as I read verses 20-23:  

“While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my 

people Israel, and presenting my plea before the LORD my God for the 

holy hill of my God, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, 

whom I had seen in the vision at the first, came to me in swift flight at the 

time of the evening sacrifice. He made me understand, speaking with me 

and saying, “O Daniel, I have now come out to give you insight and 

understanding. At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, 

and I have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved. Therefore 

consider the word and understand the vision.” 

 

 When we pray Angels are scrambled to our aid. 

 When we pray they come at the most Christ-exalting moment. 

 They point us to the Scriptures to help us understand spiritual 

things. 



 When we pray God is the one who answers and sends help. 

 The message they bring is this: No matter what you’ve done; or 

what’s been done to you; nothing can separate you from my 

love. 

 

You see, when you are hurting; in exile, and you know the exile is a 

consequence to your sins. And you’ve confessed your sins. Now what is 

your greatest need? Your greatest need is to know God loves you. That 

he is not angry with you; or ready to condemn you. It is only when you 

know how much you are loved; that you will love what God wants you to 

know. 

 

Gabriel spoke to Daniel, what Paul speaks to us, “What then shall we say 

to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not 

spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with 

him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against 

God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is 

the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 

hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us 

from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For your 

sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 

slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 

8:31-39). 

 

No exile national or personal can separate you from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

II. God’s Love Orders the Future for Our Good (vs. 24-27) 

 

In fact, far from being separated from God’s love, we are drawn deeper 

into God’s love when he reveals to us all that he is doing for us. Once 

Daniel knew of God’s love he could learn of God’s plan. 

Mercifully, Gabriel gives Daniel the purpose for all God has done to 

Israel. Look at verse 24, “Seventy weeks are decreed about your people 

and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to 

atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both 

vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place.” 



God’s Six-fold Purpose 

God decreed for Israel and Jerusalem that there would be seventy weeks 

of discipline for sins in exile.  There are six purposes given: 

 To finish transgression 

 To put an end to sin 

 To atone for iniquity 

 To bring an everlasting righteousness 

 To seal both vision and prophet 

 To anoint a most holy place. – (a most holy thing). 

 

Actually the phrase seventy weeks in verse 24, should better be 

translated “seventy sevens” The sevens don’t mean weeks (different 

Hebrew word used) but are years so that the total length of time is 490 

years from beginning to end. It means Israel’s exile was 70 years, and the 

time for the fulfillment of God’s plan for his redemption and kingdom 

will take 490 years. Not precisely, but perfectly a specific period of time 

is decreed by God. 

While this mathematics are helpful beginning, they can often pose a 

subtle temptation to get out our calendars and think the message of God 

is in the dates. It is not. It is always in his heart and purposes for why 

things unfold as they do. 

The six purposes Gabriel gave were indeed fulfilled. Israel repented of 

their sins. Sin was ended. God brought Israel back to righteousness, 

atonement was made in the sacrifice and a holy place was restored in 

Jerusalem in 539 B.C. by Zerubabbel.  But only in part! 

 

To Israel Only? 

 

Surely this prophecy applies first to Israel. But only to Israel?  Almost no 

prophecy of the Old Testament only applies to Israel. Why? Because 

Israel is a lesson-book for the nations to use a phrase from Dr. Daniel 

Fuller. Israel is an example, a model for how God means to relate to the 

true Israel, the Church.  

You can see this when we see that no promise to Israel was ultimately 

and finally fulfilled, but only partially fulfilled.  

All six of these purposes of God they find their complete and final 

fulfillment in Christ, and among his global church.  

Was sin once and for all put away when Israel was returned to 

Jerusalem? No. There is only one act in human history when all sin is put 

away once and for all. Listen to Hebrews 9:26–27, “But as it is, he has 

appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the 

sacrifice of himself.” 



Jerusalem was restored to righteousness. But was it an eternal 

righteousness? No. That had to happen in only one person: Philippians 

3:9, “and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God that depends on faith” 

 

And again Paul writes, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 

power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and 

also to the Greek. [17] For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 

from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

(Romans 1:16-17). 

 

No Jew by repentance and law-keeping could ever produce this 

righteousness. This is God’s righteousness granted to anyone who 

believes in Jesus Christ. That is the eternal righteousness Daniel learns of 

here. 

Were the visions and prophets vindicated by Israel returning home? Yes, 

but not all of them and not fully. Only in Jesus Christ are all the 

prophesies of the Old Testament fulfilled perfectly (John 5:39!). 

These seventy sevens point forward to the time of Christ. This final 

seven of sevens began at the anointing of Jesus Christ at his baptism and 

continues until Christ returns again. Right in the middle of that seventieth 

week, there was the destruction of the Jewish Temple in 70 A.D. (see Dr. 

Sam Storms, Meredith Kline, E.J. Young) 

 

“When we survey the fulfillment of Gabriel’s prophecy from our vantage 

point, it appears that the last half of the 70th week is the age of the 

community of the new covenant, disengaged from the old covenant order 

with whose closing days its own beginnings overlapped for a generation. 

In the imagery of the NT Apocalypse, the last half week is the age of the 

church in the wilderness of the nations for a time, and times, and half a 

time (Rev. 12:14). Since the 70 weeks are 10 jubilee eras that issue in the 

last jubilee, the 70th week closes with the angelic trumpeting of the 

earth’s redemption and the glorious liberty of the children of God. The 

acceptable year of the Lord which came with Christ will then have fully 

come.- (Meredith Kline). 

 

These six purpose is God’s purpose for these seventy sevens. He will 

remove sin. He will grant righteousness. The Old Testament time will 

pass away and the New will come. It will all happen through a Messiah, 

and Anointed one, we know to be His Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev.%2012.14


The Timing: Theology Not Chronology 

 

Now let’s look for a moment at what Scripture tells us will be the timing 

of these events.  Three groups of time are given: 7 sevens, 62 sevens, and 

1 seven together they equal 70 sevens. Remember the emphasis is not on 

the calendar or chronology, but on God and his covenantal love for his 

people (Yahweh is used only here in Daniel 9, incl. verse 20). 

First look at verse 25, “Know therefore and understand that from the 

going out of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of an 

anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two 

weeks it shall be built again with squares and moat, but in a troubled 

time.” 

 

The first time of seven sevens begins when Cyrus in Persia decrees the 

rebuilding of the Temple and City of Jerusalem in 537 B.C. (2 

Chronicles 36: 22–23). This is when Nehemiah and Ezra and Zerubabbel 

rebuilt the walls and Temple of Jerusalem. The anointed person, a prince 

was probably a priest and a king together. I believe this person is none 

other than Christ himself. He alone was both priest and king, anointed 

and a ruler. 

 

The second and longest time seems to be spent rebuilding Jerusalem: 

“Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with squares and moat, 

but in a troubled time.” This is the time when Jerusalem was rebuilt, but 

troubled times of hardship, war and spiritual darkness unfold in the 400 

years prior Christ’s birth. This is called the inter-testamental period. It is 

a time when Scripture is silent. And prophecies cease. 

 

The Cutting Off of Christ 

 

Then verses 26-27, “And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall 

be cut off and shall have nothing. And the people of the prince who is to 

come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come with a 

flood, and to the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed. And he 

shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the 

week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of 

abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end 

is poured out on the desolator.”  

 

Now in the seventieth week, the Messiah, (the anointed prince) is cut off 

by death and Jerusalem and the Temple will be destroyed in this final 

week. 



These things happen during and following Christ’s ministry. He was the 

Messiah who was cut off by death. And he had nothing. He was despised 

and rejected by his own, and by all peoples. God turned from him and he 

had nothing. 

Then a people of another prince will come and destroy Jerusalem and its 

sanctuary. That happened in 70 A.D. when Titus, and the Romans fell 

like a hoard upon Jerusalem and killed millions of Jews and evicted them 

from their city.  Rome is the fourth kingdom to come just before Christ 

comes to set up God’s forever kingdom.  

But in this attack on Jerusalem, Jews are starved and killed and turned 

against each other. The Romans desecrated the Temple with Jewish 

blood. Jesus said this would happen in Matthew 24:1–2, “Jesus left the 

temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him 

the buildings of the temple. But he answered them, “You see all these, do 

you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon 

another that will not be thrown down.” 

 

This happens in 70 A.D. The people of Israel have not returned to rebuild 

their Temple since then. The wailing wall in Jerusalem is all that remains 

of the Temple that was in place in the days of Christ.  

The final time is the seventieth seven. It begins at the time of Christ’s 

ministry; his baptism. During this seventieth seven Christ is cut off. And 

Jerusalem is destroyed. The destroying of Jerusalem is a fitting response 

of God to the world’s most evil act in the destroying of the Son of God at 

his crucifixion. No city which seeks to kill the Son of God will stand! 

 

The Dead Messiah Rises to Ratify a New Covenant 

 

Look at verse 27 and we’ll see the same events more fully explained, 

“And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for 

half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the 

wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the 

decreed end is poured out on the desolator.”  

 

Here we are told that Christ after he is cut off; makes a strong covenant 

with many for one week (or one seven). That means the one cut off, rises 

to make this covenant (actually the verb is not to make a covenant, but 

ratify an already made covenant). And by this covenant he puts an end to 

the sacrifice and offering. Christ did this very thing. The writer of 

Hebrews tell us that “When he said above, “You have neither desired 

nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin 

offerings” (these are offered according to the law), [9] then he added, 



“Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in 

order to establish the second. [10] And by that will we have been 

sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 

(Hebrews 10:8-10). 

 

Again Hebrews writes, “Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, 

so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal 

inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 

transgressions committed under the first covenant” (Hebrews 9:15). 

 

These verses are notoriously hard to understand and none of us dares 

assume we have it all perfectly correct. But what we can all see plainly is 

the great truths the teach us about God, His Son Jesus Christ, and 

ourselves.  

 

Great Truths to Act Upon  

 

Here are three great truths to cherish and act upon: 

 

There is a too late with God. The end of time has been decreed by God 

and then judgment comes. No opportunity to repent, to believe or to be 

saved will be available then. Hebrews 9:27–28, “And just as it is 

appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, 

having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 

time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for 

him.”  Your death or Christ’s coming whichever comes first is the final 

moment of belief for you. I perceive my ministry here at the Landing to 

be summarized this way: It is my highest aim to enable each of you die 

well. 

 

All who call upon the name of the Lord will be saved. Come into the 

New Covenant by faith. Ephesians 2:12–22, “remember that you were at 

that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of 

Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 

off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our 

peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 

dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments 

expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in 

place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in 

one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came 

and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 



near. For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 

the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 

grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built 

together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” 

 

Do not wait. Do not think you have taken care of this when you were 

young. Call on him moment by moment. Cherish or perish is the urgent 

gospel call of the whole Scripture. 

 

If you are trusting Christ, if you are cherishing Christ just now, even the 

hardest of circumstances cannot separate you from God’s love. Daniel 

was beloved of God all through his life; so was Christ. So were the 

believing Jews and all believing Gentiles across the globe and time. If 

you are in Christ; nothing can separate you from his love. 

 

Jesus is Our Jubilee 

 

Daniel never returned to Jerusalem. He died and was buried in Susa, 

Iran, which is very near where he last lived in exile (Dan. 8:2). His Spirit 

is with Christ now. And his body will one day be raised from that grave 

and be joined to his Spirit and dwell with Christ in the forever Jubilee to 

come. So will you and I as we die well trusting in Jesus Christ, our 

seventy-sevens. 
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